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items, but I will say tirst of all that 1
shal]l have no difficulty in showing that
these works have been properly managed;
secondly, that during my term of office
there has bheen no extensiun of activity,
and, thirdly. that the articles manufac-
tured at these works have been of very
excellent guality.  One might imagine
from the comnnunications one has seen
in the Press during‘) the last few davs
that practically the whole of the Gov-
ernment requirements, so far as east
iron pipes are concecnad, have heen made
at the Fremantle pipe works: but as a
matter of fael, we bave during the last
18 months purchased a greater amount
of pipes by public tender from private
makers than we have made in our own
workshops, and the statement that the
activity of the workshops has been ex-
tended is absolutely incorreet and fallae-
ious. T do not wish to weary the Com-
mittee longer. Opportunities will ocenr
as the items enme up for diseussion, and
it will then he my duiv to give hon.
menobers any information they require.
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.3 pm.

Tegislative EHssembly,
FPriday, 29th January, 1909.

- Pagg

Questious: Railway Corridor Cars . 1778
gricultural Bank Advaoces ... . 1778
State Bagtery, Messenaer's Patch 1770
Public Servants, Professional titles .. 1779
ison Warders' hours .. 1780

Public Servunts’ Salaries, increnses 1780
Land Valuntion, Walknway 1780

Beturn: State and Experimental Farms . 1o
Annnal Estimates, Yotes and Itemd discussed ...

The SPEAKER ook the Chair at 2.30
p-m., and read pravers.

QUESTION—RAILWAY (CORRIDOR

CARS.

Mr. JOHNSOX asked the Minister for
Railwavs: When will the long promised
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return giving resull of test wmade in con-
nection with the construction of corridor
cars at the Midland Junction State works
he made publie?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: The returns have just been com-
pleted, but [ desire further partienlars
before making them public. T will prob-
ably #ive the information asked for by
the hon. member to the Press within the
next ten days.

QUERTION—AGRICULTURAL BANK
ADVANCES.

Mr. HUDSOXN asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, Is it the intention of the
Minister to make provision for advaneces
by the Agricultural Bank to farmers and
settlers on agrieultural land in the Phillips

River and other goldfields distriets?
2, If su, when? If not. why not?
The HONORARY MINISTER re-

plied: 1, Provision already exists in the
Agricaltaral Bank Act, but advances can
only he made upon freehold ot upon mat-
uring freehold. 2, Answered by No. 1.

QUESTION—STATE BATTERY,
MESSENGER'S PATCH.

Mr. TROY asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, In view of the need of the
prospectors at  Messenger’s  Patch,
and  pending  the ereclion of
the  promised  battery, will the
Minister arrange a subsidy for the
carriagze of the prospectors’ stone for
treatment at the nearest battery? 2, If
not, why not?

The MINISTER FOR MINES : re-
plied: 1, No. 2, In view of the decision
to provide crushing facilities for the dis-
trict it is not considered necessary to
assist by way of subsidy.

QUESTION—PUBLIC SERVANTS
PROFESSIONAL TITLES.

Mr. NANSON asked the Premier: 1, Is
he aware that there is a distinet differ-
ence hetween the profession of a “sur-
veyor,” whose duties comprise the meas-
weewsent of land and earthworks, and a
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“ecivil engiueer,” who, if fit to he so en-
titled, should be equipped with consider-
ahle construetive skill? 2, If so, can he ex-
plain how 29 men, who have no claim to
the distinetion, are elassified in the ¥sti-

mates as “engineers,” and in eases paid

higher ihan those who arve known to be
highly qualilied engineers?

The PREMIER replied: 1 and 2, I
am aware that there is a differedee be-
tween the profession of a land surveyor
and that of a ecivil engineer, but the dift-
erence hetween an engineering surveyor
and a eivil engineer is sometimes diffi-
cult fo define. The Public Service Com-
missioner’s proposals for elassification as
approved by the overnor-in-Council ree-
ognised the diffically of drawing a per-
manent distinetion, and gave the generie
term of engineers to hoth on the ground
that engineering surveying is a branch
of eivil engineering, and capable officers
in that branch ave likewise often eapable
in other branches, The Appeal Board,
however, on the yepresentations of the
Fingineer-m-Chief revised the nomenela-
ture of the staff, and re-introduced the
title “Engineering Surveyor.”

QUESTION—PRISON WARDERS’
HOURS.
Mr. TROY (for Mr. Gill) asked the
Premier: Is it true that the warders at
the Fremantle prison, after finishing duty

at midnight have to remain within the
prison until G6.10 the next morning,

and that those warders who are due on
snard duty at 12 (midnight) have to be
within the walls of the prison not later
than 7.30 p.n., 4% hours bhefore going
on gnard duty?

The PREMIER replied: Two only in
each case, who are required as a resetve
in an emergency. They sleep in  the
auard roany, which is furnished with beds,
until they go on duty.

QUESTION—PUBLIC SERVANTS
SALARIES, INCREASES.
Hon. F. H. PIESSE asked the IPre-
mier: In the case of officers connected
with the publie serviee who have heen
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awaiting classifieation, and whose elaims
to an inerease of salary avose prior to
1902, is il ihe intention of the Govern-
ment to recognise the undertaking of the
then Tremier, Mr. Leake, and subse-
quently eonfirmed by Mr. James, that in-
creases then under eonsideration on their
adoption by the Govermnent would ope-
rate retrospectively ?

The PREMIER replied: The undec-

taking veferred to with vegard to in-
ereases of salares prior to 1902 was

fully investigated n 1906 by a board
consisting of the under secretaries aumd
the Public 8ervice Commissioner. The
settlement recommended by the boardwas
adopted and a sum of £3,053 voted on the
1906-7  Lstimates. Al claims reecon-
mended have heen paid.

QUESTION—LAND VALUATIONS.

WALEKAWAY.
Mr. ANGWIN asked the Atiorey

General: 1,1s Mr. Stephen Earle, of Ge-
raldton, registered as a sworn valuator?
2, 1f so, will the Minister cancel the regis-
tration of Mr. Earle in view of the papers
Iaid on the Table dealing with the valua-
tion of land at Walkaway?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied :
1, No. 2, See No. 1.

RETURN—STATE AND EXPERI-
MENTAL FARMS.

On wotion hy Mr. Troy, ordered: That
there be laid upon the Table of the House
a return showing:—1, How much of the
item {Estimaies) “Wages of farm hands,
caretakers of markets, casnal labour,
£4.359," was expended on State farms lo
eapital account and working expenses re-
spectively? 2, How much of item, “Ex-
perimental Farms, £3,813" was expended
on (a) capital account Brunswick State
farm; (&) working expenses Brunswick
State Farm ; (¢) capital aeeount other
State farms; (d) working expenses other
State farms, 3, (¢) What is the total
capital invested in the Brunswick State
Farm Lo date? (b)) What have been the
total receipts and expenditure?
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ANNTUAL ESTIMATES, 1908-9,
In Commiltee of Supply.

Resumed from the 28th January, Mr.
Daglish in the Chair.

Public Works Department
Price, Minister).
Vote—Public
£174 432

Mr. JOANSON: Tt was not his inten-
tion to take up much timie of the Com-
mitiee in dealing with the Estimates of
the Public Works Department on the

(Hon. J.

TWorks and Buildings,

general discussion; but there were one or’

two ifems in counection with the adminis-
tration of the department that should be
brought under the notice of members and
under the notice of the Minister, so that
he would have an opportunity of placing
hig views bhefore the Committee. The most
important feature of the Public Works
Estimates was the growing increase in the
expenditure from General Loan Fund,
and the great decrease in the expenditure
from Consolidated Revenne. It was inter-
esting to note that comparing this year
with 1905 the loan expenditure of .the
Public Works Department had increased
by £200,000, and that the revenune expen-
diture had deereagsed by £130,000. He
mentioned these ficures in order to try
and impress upon members the absolute
necessity of taking a little keener interest
in loan expenditure than had been done

in fhe past, and, in fact, ever since he had,

been in Parliament. Menibers had always
taken a very keen interest in the distri-
bution of Consolidated Revenue, but had
left to Ministers to distribute loan moneys
as they thought best. When it was found
however, that so much work was now heing
done from General Loan Fund it was es-
sential, in the interesis of the country
that we chould serutinise the figures very
carefully. Tt was evident, on loking al
the figures of the architectural division of
the department that it could not be urged
that this branch undertook reproductive
works. Speaking generally, one would be
justified in saying that works done by this
branch were not reproductive in any
sense of the termn. While we found that
in 1905 the expenditure of the branch
from Consolidated Revenue was £124,000,
last year it was only £71,000, showing a
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decreaze of £53,000. Then, if we turned
to loan figures, the position became almost
alarming, for, whereas in 1905 we spent
27000 only from General Loan Fund,
in 1905 we spent the enormous sum of
£106,000. showing an inerease of £79.000.
When we realised that in this department,
which had been picked out specially by
him in order to emphasise his contention
that it was not one that undertook repro-
ductive works, there was this large in-
crease from loan expenditure we should
he extremely careful when authorising
dishursements of that deseription. He did
not desire to go into details, becanse mem-
hers were somewhat tired of the Estimates,
conserently, he would be as brief as pos-
sible. Ife wanfed again to urge the abso-
lute necessity for the early appointment
of a Minister for water sapply. There
was a grand opportunity of eoncentra-
ting the administration of all water sup-
plies under a Minister, when great econo-
mies could be effected, Especially was
this necessary in connection with the
aoldfields water supply. There was no
one in the House who had a higher opin-
ion of f{he administrative abilities of the
officers in charge of that department than
he, but we must realise that the Mimister
at present must be having an anxious
time in connection with the scheme. The
Minister had his deepest sympathy, be-
cause, after all, he was not responsible for
the position of that scheme to-day. He
{My. Jobnson} knew what condifion it
was 1, and he knew how the Minister
mnst feel. Tt only emphasised the neces-
sity of giving the Minister greater oppor-
tunities in dealing with works of such a
magnitude as the Goldfields Waier Sup-
ply. He would urege the Minister not to
keep the diffienlties in connection with the
department so closely to himself. The re-
sponsibility was a big one, and it would
bhecome yreater if he fried to carry the
burden himself rather than let the publie
bear it with him. He urged that when
the reports were being issued by fthe de-
partment he should give instruetions to
the officers to take the public a little more
inte therr confidence, and let them know
the difficulties that would have to be faced
in the near future. It was somewhat dis-
appointing to turn to the administration
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of the Fremantle water supply. That
was another of those departments which
could well be placed under a Minister.
After looking at the administration of this
branch he was keenly disappointed to find
that for the last five years, after paying
working expenses, interest, and sinking
fund, it had always shown a profit, while
last year, 1908, it showed a distinct loss.
In 1907, the Fremantle water supply, af-
ter paying interest, sinking fund, and
working expenses, showed a profit of
£620, but last year it showed a loss of
£1,112. There was something radieally
wrong in connection with the administra-
tion of that particular department when
we found that for five years a profit conld
be shown and then sunddenly in one year
there was such a big loss. The Minister
should probe this matter, and see exactly
where the mismanagement came in. If one
looked further into the figures it would
be found that the cost of maintenance and
management was about 5434 per cent.
The increase last year was 8§ per cent.
These figures caused one to think that the
adniinistrative attention given to the
Works Department was not as bright as
the Minister would have the Committee
believe. The only way to cheek adminis-
tration of this sort was to take the dif-
ferent trading concerns snch as these, and
find out how they stood. It might be said
that he was under the impression when he
first looked at the figures that the Fre-
mantle administration had been saddled
with the administration of Claremont.
Previously to 1805 Claremont was a sepa-
rate and distinef organisabion, and during
the time the Labour Government were in
office it was decided to place the adminis-
tration of those two supplies under one
bead. Looking into the Claremont
figures, however, one.found that Clare-
mont was equally as bad as Fremantle.

Mr. Foulkes: The people will not take
the water.

“Mr. JOHNSON: That had nothing to
do with it, because the scheme had been
in operatxou for some years.

Mr. Foulkes: There had heen a change
of management.

. Mr. JOHNSON:
he wonld deal with later on.
the Claremont figures, in 1907

That was a matter
Looldng at
it. was
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found that there was a profit of £113
after payment of all expenses; in 1908
there was a loss of £922. Looking
into the cost of management it was found
that there had been an increase. That
demonstrated that there was lax adminis-
tration in eonneetion with this as well as
the other scheme. He desired also to
draw attention to the genelal administra-
tion of roads boards. Looking up’ the
figures. in connection with the' returns
given by the engineer foi roads’ and
bridges one retwrn was found which was
worthy of pernsal by members. This re-
turn showed the reverue. contributed in
vatio to every £100 confributed by the
Government and on locking up some of
the roads boards somé very great differ-
ences were noticed, sueh as these: Narro-
gin suplied £28 for every £100 contribu-
ted by the Governmeént, while Katanning
contributed £115, There was a great dif-
ference between these two boards. Wagin
supplied £35, while Broomehill supplied
£135; Bussex supplied £44, while Cue sup-
plied £146; Fremantle supplied £54, while
Kalgoorlie supplied £115, and so one
could go on. He just picked these out in
a haphazard way to show how differently
the roads boards of the State were ad-
ministered.

+ Mr. Brown: Perth eontributes £190.

Mr. JOHNSON: That was so, bui he
just picked out a few instances for the
purpose of drawing attention to the
necessity for closer administration. He
was under the impression when we ap-
pointed roads boards auditors that that
sorl of thing would be overcome, but he
found these auditors, while doing good
work, did not seem to he capable of eom-
pelling the boards to administer their
different distriets in a similar way.

My, Baih: The auditors bave no power.

Mr. JOHNSON : They had power to
report to the Minister, and the Minister
had power to compel them to give closer
attention to their duty. The Minister
eonld squeeze these boards into shape by
keeping ‘back their annual grants. He
could encourage a board which was doing
good work, and he could disecourage a
board that was not. He could make the
ratepavers realise that their representa-
tives were not doing their duty, and that
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they would not receive any encourage-
ment from the Government if they did
not pay closer attention to the work they
were elected to perform. In this way the
ratepayers would take a keener interest,
and see that better and more effective
representatives were eleeted, and so
greater development would be the result.
After ail, the bodies which were doing
most in the way of developing the country
were the roads boards. For that reason
be had been very sorry to see the gradmal
-decrease in the subsidies paid by the
Government. He wanted to refer also to
the report of “the engineer for water
supply—to that portion wherein he dealt
with boring for water. He was pleased to
see that great success had followed the
efforts of the Government in that direc-
tion, We found in various parts of the
State, and parficularly in the North, that
snecess had attended artesian boring, and
while one rejoiced to find that, it was
noticed thaf in some towns, there was a
considerable amount of money wasted in
boring for water. The Minister gave as
nn illustration the success of the hore
which had been put down at Busselton.
He desired to say thai it was one of the
most miserable failures that he knew.
The supply was good, but where was the
water going? If was going to waste, and
was flowing into the ocean.

The Minister for Works:
just been pnt down,

Mr. JOHNSON: Bui the water was
supplied before the townspeople kpew
that they were going io do it. The people
were not ready to use the water, and a
great channel had been worn by the water
running to waste between the site of the
bore and the ocean. The Government
were paying interest on the money that
had heen expended there, and that demon-
strated that the Goverament did not give
the matter the earnest consideration it
should have received, because it was ciear
that it had been put down long before
the people were ready to use it. He did
not propose to deal at any length with
the sewerage guestion, because, after all,
the least said about that the bétter. On
all sides we heard of it from the man in
the street, and the publie Press, while

It has only
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members were constantly asking ques-
tions, and it was clear that we had .not
got that return for the money expended
that we should have. It was elearly de-
monstrated that those in charge of that
work bad not the necessary ability to
carry it out. In these things it was hard
to criticise the Minister, but, after all,
he had to take the responsibility, because
he took the responsibility of embarking
upon the work without clearly satisfying
himself that he had men under his charge
who were competent fo earry i out. He
regretied to say that when the time came
io” put that work into actual operation it
would be found that it was really a hun-
dred times worse than it was thonght to
be, People would then realise the abso-
lute failure of a great portion” of it, and
the eost would be increased considerahly,
and the unfortunate taxpayer wounld be
penalised. It had been suggested that
there should be a commission to inguire
into the matter, but after all a commission
conld not do much. It could only demon-
sttate that the scheme was not in the
hands of men who were capable of doing
justice to sueh an important work. One
could not help speaking on these Esti-
mates withont referring to the eriticism
which had been levelled eonsiderably of
late against the general management of
the manufacturing coneerns of the State.
Representatives of private enterprise had
been endeavouring to influence the Min-
ister agninst a continuation of the policy
of State manufacture. Apparently the
Minister was inclined to take these crit-
ies rather seriously. The Minister liad
either to manage these econcerns or to
close them up, There was not room for
two managers; and if the Minister found
that he was the more capable of manag-
ing these affairs why did be not tell these
critics to clear out and leave him to the
management?

Mr, Brown: These crities are finding
the money to carry on the works,

Mr. JOHNSON : They were not finding
the money any more than was the member
for Perth. It was for hon. members and
not for outsiders to critieise these works.

Mr. Foulkes: They want equal oppor-
tunity.
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Mr. JOHNSON: They had heen gett-
ing rather too mueh opporlunity under
the presenl Government.  Indisputably
the Governuent was leaning too mueh to-
wards private enterprise.  That brought
him to the consideration given by the
Government to privaie construetion of
our rallways. Although the wmethod of
eonstruetion of agrienltuwral railways had
heen brought into existence by the Publie
Works Depuartment, and although the offi-
cers of that department had demonstrated
their ability to construct these railways
cheaply and well, the department was
being cut out of that work, which was
now being left to private enferprise, with
the result that the work done was deci-
dedly inferivr. It was being performed
. amder sweating eonditions, and was sel-
dom completed within the specified time.
Iu connection with the Hopetoun-Ravens-
thorpe railway he wanted 1o know
whether the Minister had imposed the full
peuslty for the negleet {o finish the work
within the specified hme. The same
anestion would apply to the Quairading-
Greenhills line and the Coolgardie-Wid-
zemoultha lie. When it was found that
all these works had heen carried out by
private enterprise, thal the men had been
sweated, that the lines were not up to the
standard and had not heen finished with-
in the specified time, then certainly theve
seemed lo be aeeastoin for the Mmister
to deal with this question. He (Blv.
Johuson) was glad to note that there were
odd times when the Public Works De-
partment received some consideration at
the hands of the CGovernmeni. He ve-
joiced in this, because at such times he
knew that the work was being done faith-
fully and well. Baf it was not s0 under
private enterprise, and the knowledge of
this mwade him repvet that the Govern-
ment should give &0 mueh consideration
to private enterprise and so little to the
Public Works Department. Tt was a
matter for regrvet also that ihe Mimster
had not cut oul the grant for the main-
tenanee of main roads. Lasl year there
had oceurred a most interesting discus-
sion on this subject. and the majority of

hon.  members  had  elearly  intimated
to  the Minisler that the item
should nol again  appear on  the
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Estimates,  Nevertheless. it had =a
place on  the Estimates now before
the Committee. Yhen the item was
reached the Minister wounld in all pro-
bability say that seeing that so many
montls of the financial year had passed,
it wonld be unjust now to eliminate the
item. However, he {Mr. Johnson) was
lopeful that the Committee would give
the Minister «definite instructions to wipe
it out.

Mr. Jacoby:
country roads?

Mr. JOHNSOXN: Tt related to the
maintenanee of roads already eonstroeted
al public expense.  They were all, or
nearly all, in metropolitan  distriets.
There was one in his awn electerate, not-
withstanding whieh he had always elaim-
ed that the item should be eut out.
When in oilice he had expressed his in-
leulion of cutting i out: bat unfortun-
ately he had not heen left sufficiently
long in power, aud the Minister who fol-
lowed  lritn had  straightaway reinstated
it He hoped the ifem would be eat out
au this oeeasion, and that the money in-
vodved would go to swell the grants foir
roads in country distviels. When speak-
ing on the Lands Estimates he lhiad fell
it to he his disagreeable duty to poini {o
the want of attention to their work on the
part of sfeveral officers of the Lands De-
partnient.  Theve liad been a time when
thix sort of thing was c¢onfined to (he
Lands Department: but it now appeared
to have spread to the Public Works [e-
partmenl. Recently he had on several oe-
vasions called at the office of the Uuder
Seerctary for Publie Works, only to be
informed that that officer was not in. In
his opinion. the Under Seeretary for
Public Works was not giving that return
to the State which was reasonably ex-
pected of him, Tt was in the best in-
terests of that officer that he (Mr. John-
son} was drawing attention to  this
malter; bheeause while the Under Secre-
tary for Publie Works continued to co
on in the wayv he was going, it was imn-
possible for him te administer the affairs
of the State, or such of them as came
within  his  purview, Tt was necessmy
that this matter shonld be mentioned m
order that the officer might know that he

Does  that relate (o
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was being watched and that hon. mem-
bers required of him a better return for
the people’s money than tbey were gett-
ing from him.

AMr. Brown: One of the officers ean
find time to drive a tram after office
hours.

Mr. JACOBY : As was disclosed by the
Estimates it seemed that the Minister
found some difficulty in seeing far be-
yond the central portion of the State.
That impression was heightened when one
cae to the eonsideration of the amounts
granted for the roads boards. The Gov-
ernment had claimed that the mairn
features of their policv was the
encouragement of the agrieultural
areas of the State, il being their
boasted aim to, in every way pos-
sible, so expend the moneys of the
State as to assist in the further develop-
ment of the agrieultural lands. Bui
while savings were being made in expen-
diture it was eurious to notice that itwas
in the producing distriets that the prun-
ing knife was being most heavily applied.
Some time ago it had been common know-
ledge that the various non-producing
centres, that was to say the munieipali-
ties, were expecfing almost a total cessa-
tion of the amounts they had been re-
ceiving from the Government. And ithey
had been quite prepared for this, recog-
nising as they did that it was essential to
their own prosperity as municipalities
that the development of the ecountry
should be continued apace. He was
pleased to notice that the members who
sat for Perth constituencies, and for some
other of the metropolitan econstitu-
encies, recognised that it would pay
those eentres fo do with less money
in ovder that the development of
the eountry shonld , be pushed on
with. Population bhad been increas-
ing verv considerably in the ami-
enltural distriets; and if there were anv
need to revise the amounts to be given to
the varions local governing bodies the
revision should bhe in the direetion of
adding to, rather than retrenching, those
amounts,  Apparentlv the Government
Irad been inspired with the idea that so
long as they were building a large num-
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ber of spur railways they could safely
make reductions in other direections. But
he would submit that in certain produoe-
ing centres, roads rather than railways
were the main requiremnts. Particularly
was this su in the fruit-growing areas in
the South-Western portion of the State.
When one looked at the very excellent
return prepared by the Minister it was
surpriging to note the many anomalies
that appeared therein, and to find that the
roads boards in the three electorates rep-
resenied’ by Ministers bad done so well.

The Minister for Werks: Which one?

Mr. JACOBY: Fremantle was one,
Sussex was another, and Bunbury the
third.

The Minister for Works: T ask the hon.
member to withdraw. The Fremantle
Roads Board is not represented by a
Minister. .

Mr. JACOBY: If the Minister stated
that there was no roads board in his elec-
forate, he (Myr. Jacoby) would withdraw;
but, certainly, some of the people in the
roads board district were constituents of
the Minister. It was regrettable that al-
though the sum made available for roads
hoards had heen very mueh reduced, cer-
tain of these moneys bad heen taken and
given to the munieipalities.  Last vear
nearly £8,000 had been taken oui of the
roads baard vote, and given to the mumni-
cipalities. Iis experience was that, in
connecelion with some roads boards dving
their ntmost to provide their own funds,
the Minister. when requested to main-
tain the grants on the same level as in
previous years, could give no sueh assur-
ance. One roads hoard that applied for a
bridee for three or four producers whe
were for part of the year shut off from
communication with the railway, were
fold by the Minister that though they
contributed £109 for every £100 contri-
buted by the Government, they would
have to put up pound for pound with the
Government before assistance could be
given to them for this neeessary work.
One must protesi against reductions of
zrants to districls where people were sett-
ling rapidly on our lands, and producing
wealth. Rather than see the money spent
in the metropolitan areas he would have
it spent on the goldfields. In this State
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there was a larger proportion of people
settled in the metropolitan area than was
the case elsewhere. This poliey should
not be encouraged, and metropolitan
members shounld, in the interests of their
districts rather see money spent in produ-
eing districts than in their own constitu-
encies. If there was to be any curtail-
ment, it should not be in the country dis-
tricts. There was a large amount of
money to be revoted. Why was this
money not spent? We should not pass
£60,000 for roads boards and then refrain
from spending a large percentage of it.
In reference to our State ironworks,
we were practically’ forced in this State
to import all our requirements in agri-
cultural machinery, and for a long time
we would not be able to establish work-
shops for the manufacture of this ma-
- chinery unless State encouragement were
given to foundries. Even though occa-
sionally it might happen that it would he
better to make our own goods, unless it
was the intention of the Government to
turn the workshops under their control
into establishments for the manufacture
of all kinds of implements it would be
beiter for the Government to be suffiei-
enfly content with what they had already
done in this direetion, and to close down
their workshops and encourage foundries
to be established for the manufacture of

the requirements for the agrieul-
tural districts of the State. If
that was not done, it would be
many  years before we reached

that consummation of those interested in
agriculture in this State, to be able to buy
loecally-made implements, In the long run
it would be found wisest to assist in the
establishmenf in our midst of foundries
equipped to do the necessary work in the
State.

Mr, FOULKES : We were asked to vote
£174,000 for works without any definite
knowledge that we would have the money
to meet the liabilities that would be in-
curred if these works were carried out.
Last year we passed certain sums for the
construetion of various works; butf, un-
fortunately, owing to the estimated re-
venue not being reached, it was found im-
possible to carry them out to the extent
of £40,000 or £50,000; and we knew full
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well that there would not be sofficient
money to carry out the works we were
asked to pass to-day. There was an es-
timated deficiency last December of some-
thing like £100,000 on the balf-year, so it
would be necessary for the revenue during
the

next six months to increase
by £100,000 over ihe expenditure
in order to earry ount the pro-
gramme of works sef before us.

But we must all admit that there was
no possible hope of our being able to ob-
tain that money in the period, so it would
be left to the diseretion of the Minister
for Works to decide which works should
be carried out. He appealed to the Minis-
ter to give greater care and consideration
than was shown last year, and to see that
full justice was done to all parts of the
State. One could not shut cne’s eyes to
the fact that a good deal of favoritism
was shown to particular distriets. He did
not look at the matter from a parochial
point of view. Claremont realised that its
best interests were the true welfare of all
districts in the State. Claremont people
wonld like to see that whatever sacrifices
were to he made were to be borne equally.
For instance, a roads hoard in an old
settled district like Busselton only con-
tributed £46 to every £100 spent by the
Government. Perth on the other hand
contributed £2 for every £1 spent by the
Government. It was different in another
metropolitan distriet, viz., the Fremantle
road distriet.

The Minister for Works:
country distriet.

My, Davies: So it is.

Mr., FOULKES: At any rate there
were places where there was an wvndue
amount of favouritism shown. Tf saeri-
fices were to be made, all distriets should
be asked to make.them equally. A good
deal of the Claremont road, for which a
gpecial grant was made, was in the Subi-
aco district, and mnch of the work was
rendered necessary by the fact that the
Government had heen erecting a large
asylum in the distriet, and or that aceount
the roads had been eut up considerably.
The member for Guildford (Mr. Jobn-
son) referred to the fact that there had
heen a deficiency of revenue in water sup-
plies. One could not be surprised at that

That is a
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if one covsiderad the guality of the water
supplied to consumers. With regard to
the supply at Claremont, the reason the
revenue had gone down there was owing
to the faet that people realised the water
was so bad that as little of it as pos-
sible should be used. During the last year
or two a great number of people, although
they had the Government supply laid
down, had put down wells in order fo ob-
tain wholesome water. There would be
many opportunities on the Loan Estimates
of dealing with the question of the manu-
facture of pipes at Fremanile. Much dis-
cussion had taken place as to the manage-
ment of those works, but so far as he was
concerned his sole interest was to see that
equal opportunities sbould be given to
the various manufacturers in the State of
tendering for the work. What some of
the manufacturers eomplained of was that
on one occasion at least, ténders were
called for the construction of certain
works, and after they had been received
the totals were made known to the Fre-
mantle works, who weve thus able to
know at what price to put their tender
in.

The Minister for Works: Will you
state what work that is for, apd I will re-
ply to you

Mr. FOULKES: That information was
given to thc Minister by a deputation
which waited on him about 10 days ago.

The Minister for Works: T teplied to
that deputation. Will you now tell me
what work you are referring to?

Mr. FOULKES: The explanations
given by the Minister were not in some
cases to be looked npon with the admira-
tion he expected they should be. In ad-
dition to the request for equal oppor-
tunities, the manufacturers desired that
when works were constructed by the Gov-
ernment ihe prices sent in by the depart-
ment should be definite ones, so that all
might know the cost of the work they had
undertaken.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (in
reply) : The member for Guildford (Mr.
Johaoson) drew attention te the expendi-
ture from Loan Fund by the architectu-
ral division on buildings, and he deseribed
this expenditure ag being of an absolutely
unreproductive nature. In the year under

.
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review a very large amousi of that loan
expenditure went into the Claremont Hos-
pital for the Insane. We must all agree
that in view of the then state of affairs at
Fremantle the provision of proper accom-
modation for these afflicted persons was
absolutely necessary.  Unfortunately,
the state of the finanees did not admit
of the work being consiructed from re-
venne. Menfion had so often been made
of the faet, that it was hardly necessary
for him to repeat these statements, but
other Governments had been driven into
a corner afl varions times and had been
compelled to expend loan money in works
quite as unreproductive as the Hospital
for the Insane. Instances of this would
be in the minds of all. We also had the
further exeuse that by the building of the
hospital we would bring about the central-
isation of patients, and would, therefore,
be able to save, in administration, some-
thing like £3,000 a year. However, the
monetary aspect of the question did not
appeal to hith, for he had felt it was

the duty of the State that the
disgraceful state of affairs which
existed at TFremantle at the time

the new building was commenced should
be ended at once, and proper provision
be made for the accommeodation of those
afflicted with insanity. All would desire
that when money was plentiful accommo-
dation of this deseription should be pro-
vided for out of revenue. Any Govern-
ment similarly sitnated would have done
the same. As to the Goldfields
Water Supply Administration there
were many difficulties, and he agreed

with  the member for Guildford
that it was desirable that so soon
as definite reports were available

and full investigations had been made, the
reports should be given to the public. He
could assure members that this would be
done, for in the work of the department
there was nothing to hide. When the
work was constructed the best was
believed to bave been done, but
the present Administration were not
responsible for the existing state of
affairs. He did pot know that anyone
could have foreseen what would happen
with regard to the corrosion of pipes.
When definite stages were reached in the
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inquiry the result would be given to the
publie, so that they, as well as the Gov-
ernment, might know exaetly the position
of affairs. Reference had been made by
the hon. member to the Fremantle water
supply, and what he had been pleased to
term, the evidences of gross maladminis-
tration on the part of the Government.
Insofar as that supply was concerned, if
the hon' member looked at the cost of
mainterranee, management, working ex-
penses and salaries of staff, he would find
that the total for the financial year 1907-8
was under that for the previous finaneial
year, and was less than the financial year
1903-4. The reduction in revenue from
that water supply was almost entirely
accounted for by the reduction of valua-
tions in Fremantle: For. many years the
supply had been working at a profit and
paying interest to the State at 3% per
cent., and sinking fund at 3% per cent.
Haq that supply been put last year on the
same footing as the metropolitan water-
works supply, with 3% per cent. interest
and one per cent. sinking fund, the loss
of £1,112 3s, 5d. would have been turned
into a profit of £643 195. He was now
making investigations to asecertain what
the true capitalisation of that water
scheme would be had the profits been nsed
in years gone by for the diminution of
capitalisation. Had this been done the
capitalisation {o-day would not have ex-
ceeded £40,000. He agreed with the mem-
ber for Claremont {Mr. Foulkes) that one
of the reasons why the supply there was
not doing very well was that the water
was nok too good. If was to be hoped
that both these distriets would “see their
way to join in with the requests and de-
mands that they should enter the scheme
of supply for the metropolitan area from
the hills, In introducing the Estimates
he had explained, and he trusted to the
satisfaction of the House, the real differ-

ences which existed in  regard  to the
amounts granted to the various roads
hoards in proportion to the funds they

themselves raised. Members would notice
that, generally speaking, the roads boards
which raised locally the lowest percent-
age of the sum contributed by the Gov-
ernment were mostly in out of the way
distriects. There were execeptions, where
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special works were occasioned by speecial
cireumstances and in which assistance was
therefore given. He could not go inio
all the details, for time would not permit,
but he eould assure members that there
was a real and very logical reason for the
grants made to eaeh board. He strongly
dissented from the statement of the mem-
her for Swan (Mr. Jacoby), that tbere
had been anything in the nature of favor-
itism in connection with the distribution
of the grants. He had been amazed on
adding up the figures to find that the re-
fuests the hon. member sent in for roads
hoards in his distrviet amounted to the
very modest sum of £3,750.

Mr. Jacoby: For how many boards?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: For
seven boards. Let the hon. member look
at the rating of those hoards. Certainly
there were. some good beards in his dis-
triet, but these had been fully recognised
as was evident by the liberal scale
of Government contribufions to those
boards in the financial year 1307-8, For
inslance, the following grants were made:
Swan roads hoard, £842 4s.; Greenmount,
£1,020 ; Nelmseott, £715; Wanneroo,
£375; Chittering, £250. It seemed to be
a case of much wanting more. If one
wave some people an inch they wanted
an ell at once, and they were never satis-
fied.  The eriticisms coming from the
nmember for Swan, after the treabnent
hig distriet had received, was not gen-
erong; that was a very mild desenption
of his aetinn. The member for Guild-
tord had also referred to the Busselion
hore. At the present fime negotiations
were going on between the depariment
and the railways for the supply of water
for the railways from that bore. He an-
ticipated that arrangements would be
made in a week or two in this respeet,
and that a considerable saving would be
effeeted thereby by the railways.

Mr. Joknsen: Did you put the bore
down for the town or for the railways?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
was well known there was a fair prospect
of getting water there at moderate depth
and cost, and an additional reason was
that if a water supply were obtained it
would econtribute to the opening up of
that distriet in  connection with the
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dairying indostry. TIf it were found

thai artesian waler existed it wonld
be a step towards ihe establishment
of that particnlar industiry. The

member For Claremont (Mr., Foulkes) re-
ferred {o the faet that revotes this year
were very large. With the exeeption of
last year there was no year that the re-
votes had been so small as in the one
under review. BEver since TResponsible
Government revotes had occurred.  He
agreed with the hon. member that it was
desired ihat they should be as low as
possible.  The hon. member had also re-
ferred to ihe lighthouse at Cape Inserin-
tion, in eounection with the construction
of which the Works Department called
for tenders for certain ironwork, and
stated that when the department got the
tenders in they handed them over to the
departmental officers, and that this en-
abled them fo put in a lower price. The
hon. member was present when he (the
Minister) explained the cirenmstances to
a deputation. The position was that the
Harbours and Rivers Departinent re-
quived the performance of certain work
in eonnection with this lighthouse, and
they asked for a price from the Fremantle
Harbour Works for that partienlar work.
The price quoted was £I159; he was
speaking from memory. In the opinion
of the Engineer for Harbours and Rivers
that was too high, and instruetions were
then given that tenders should he called.
The Harbour Worlks price was accom-
panied by specifications. Tt was true the
Fremantle Harbour Works did net put
in. a tender when the other tenders
were submitted. When the tenders were
apened it was found that the lowest tender
was £197. The question he had to ask
himself was this: was it justifiable in the
eircumstances to give this work to the
Fremantle Harbour Workshops? He knew
that the price of £159 had been put in
hy the Harbour Works long hefore any
tenders were called, and that it was a
justifiable and fair price. and. under the
circumstances;, he felt justified in giving
them the work. In so far as pipes
were concerned, in any eonsiderable un-
dertaking in the past the department had
always called for tenders, and.in many
cases priwate firms had been snceessful in

(62
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obfaining the work. Without at this
junctare going nte details, he would
suy that while the Govermment con-
ducted such trading concerns as water
supplies and rallways the Minister should
be free to take every preeauntion in see
that the Government got a fair price for
supplies, There were prastically {wo firns
who were prepared to {ender for any
considerable quantity of ecast-iron pipes;
but we knew what human nature was, and
he declared it was a useful and proper
thing to have a check on the prices that
these firms sent in. If members required
further information he would refer them
to the report of the Pipe Commission
which sat in 1906, and also to the leading
articles which were published in the 1West
Australian and the Morning Herold on
the day after the report of that Commis-
sion appeared. These were not news-
papers which were biassed in favour of
departmental construction, and the lead-
ing articles they published were (fair
comments on the evidence given. It was
elear at that time. afler a most exhaustive
inquiry, that the public were satisfied that
the production was at reasonahle rates,
and that there was proper and good man-
agement, and it was in the general inter-
ests of the State that there should he some
check on the prices of private manufae-
turers hy the ecoutinuanece of these works.

Mr. Angwin: Why do not you increase
manufaciures? *

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Be-
cause he did not wanl to see private en-
terprise stifled. We were entitled to have
a manufactory whieh would be a cheek on
the prices quoted hy manfacturers. The
position of the State was that it should
buy in the best macket, and the Minister
shouid be allowed a free hand to secure
that end. Ti matiered not to him whether
the railways were constructed depart-
mentally or hy private contractor, as long
as we got a good job at a reasonable
rate, and that poliey had been evident in
the contracts and ithe methods of con-
struction adopted by the present Govern-
ment, He would nof have the statement
of the memher for Guildford that the
work of building the railways earvied
oui departmentally had heen =scamped.
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To admit such a stricture would he to ad-
mit that the otficers In charge of the con-
struetion did not know anything about
their work, We had as capable a set of
men in the railway econstruction depart-
ment. as could he found anywhere,

Mr. Johnsor: There is no officer born
whao can wateh a contractor,

The MINISTER FOR WURKS: Any-
how, good work had been done hoth de-
partmentally and by private eontractors.
Hon, members asked him  whether he
would grant an extension in connection
with the Hopetoun to Ravensthorpe rail-
way. The line was not yet finished, and
the guestion had not been considered,
but he wounld say that he was going to
take note of the great difficulties which
had been experienced by the contractor
in conneetion with the transport of his
material. Even works departmentally
undertaken were not always completed up
to time. If there had been any undue
delay the eontractor would be fined, but
if he had had to face undue diffienlties

every consideration would he given ta
him:
“Iteru, Inspeetor, Constraction and

Maintenance Works, £300:

Mr. JOHNSON: In eonnection with
this ilem he wanted to make a special
appeal to the Minister for Works and to
the Treasurer. The officer was undonbt-
edly, the brightest man we had in the
Warks Department. His salary was fixed
al one time by the present Treasurer at
£350. That action was taken on a minute
which he (Mr. Johnson) left, to the
effect that it was intended that the bonus
of £30 tv be given to this officer for ear-
rying oni work in connection with the
lunatic asylum should becowe portion
of his salary. The Treasuver honoured
that minute, and the House passed the
item, and he was paid the salary. The
vear before last the item again appeared
on the Estimates as £350, bnt the present
Minisier for Works, although the House
instrucied him to pay this capable officer
that £350, took it upon himself to reduce
" the salary by £50. He was referring to
Me. ‘Allen. On drawing atfention to this
the Minister promised to look intoe the
magtter.
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The Minister for Works: L did nol take
thal £30 off his salary, I teok it off his
allowanee. '

Mr. JOHNSON: But it was no longer
an allowanee, it had beecome part of his
salary. Perhaps the Minister was influ-
enced by the wnder secretary who, pos-
sibly in the interests of economy, thought
that this £50 which, in his opinion, was
paid as a bonus, might be strack oub.
The Minister had cut off the £30, and the
next Estimates had shown the item at
£300 only. He (Mr. Johnson) spoke to
the Treasurer on the matter, and the
Treasurer had agreed that the under-
standing had been clearly that the bonus
should become part of the officer’s salary.
He (Mr. Jobnson) desired tv urge upon
the Minister for Works that this officer
should not be discouraged by the loss of
the £50 whieh was rightly his. To em-
phasise the unfairness of the thing, it
would be found that the Publie Service
Commissioner in his classification had
fixed the officer's salary at £350, notwith-
standing which that officer was receiving
only £300 to-day. He was an officer who
worked far more than eight hours a day,
and he was one that the State could not
afford ta discourage. Too much of this
sort of thing was geing on. The State
was losing a man like Dr. Cleland because
his speeial ability was not recognised. So
it would be with this officer under discus-
sion, who thoroughly understood his pro-
fession from A to Z, and who vet
was receiving a paltry salary of £300.

The. MINISTER FOR WORKS:
There appeared to have bzen a' misunder-
standing somewhere. The officer had been
receiving  £300 as salary and £50 as a
specinl bonus. True, the Public Serviee
Commissioner had subsequently fixed his
salary at £350, but it had been his (the
Minister's) unpleasant duty to decree
that in the present state of the finances
the increase could not he given. As far
as he remembered, there was nothing on
the officer’s personal file to show that
the member for Guildford when Minister
for Works had given him a definite pro-
mise that the bonus would be made part
of his salary on the completion of the
work at the asylum. Howev‘er, he (the
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Ministery would giadly go thoroughiy in-
to the matter with the hon, wember, and
it the hon. member could convinee him
that the officer was due for the increase
undm special (nrum-lan(es that increase
\\m.ﬂd be paid. L

Mr. JOHNSON: The Minister's offer
would be gladly aceepled. Lt was not he
(Mr. Johnson) who had given ihe £50 as
zalary, but the present Treasurer. who
had dune =0 in_accordanee with his (Mr.
Johnson's) winute. He (Mr. Johuson)
had no special ¢onhection with this offi-
cer, beyond the faet that he recognised
his ability and desired that he should not
be disconraged. .

liem, Maimlenance . of main

roads;
Claremnat-Subiaen, £200); '

Mr. SCADDAN: White not divectly in-

terested in this or the succeeding items
providing for (he maintenance of a num-
ber of main roads, he bad given some con-
sideration ta the guestion.

The Tressurer: What aboai- the em,
Kalgoorlie-Boulder main voad, £2003 -

Mr. SCADDAN: Until that* item had
heen placed on the Estimates some rwo
vears age the Kalgoorlie Roads Board
was very mmeh against the principle of
wrants: for maintenance of reads, moye
particukivly in relation to the grants made
to the Pérth Roads Board.  Perhaps be-
cause 6f this an ifem of £130 had been
placed cu-the Estimates: for the JKalzoor-
lie-Bornililer road. wherenpon the Kalgoor-
lie Roads Beard. had promptly declared
in favour of the principle. However. he
was guite,prepaced to strike aut;the whale
eroup aof items of, this characiep, inelud-
ing _that:for, the Kalgzoorhe-Boplder rgail.
Last, vear the wvote for the maintenauge
af that read had beep .mereased to £330
not withstanding _tha, fact .that, the eon-
struction of the road was not then com-
plete. . Therg were too many roads in the
State .that. needed- construetion for this
policy - to he justified of pranting volep
for mamienance of roads. already. con:
strneted.. He never had rajged nox would
he raise auy objection -ta . monew voted
for the canstruction of roagds, pvep though
those roads might be in a Minister's elec-
torate.. But cerfainly there were o, justi-
fieation for spending thousands of pomuls
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in muintenanee of roads in ibickly. popu-
lated districts.  Again, if the Govern-
ment. was prepared to maintain one main
road they vught to maintain all the main
roads in the State. Fowever, the whole
prineiple of inainienance of main roads
by the Govermwent wa< bad, and the
money provided for this purpose <hould
be spent on new voads that would enable
seitlers to wel (heir produce through o
ihe railway sidings. Tt seemed that al-
though they could not find money to cut
hush tracks money was available [or the
maiutenance of roods used only by wolor
cars. o

The Premier: The tvouble is that the
munidipalities through which these roads
poss derive no revenie from' the passing
of {he motor cars, .

Ml, SCADDAN: If the metropolitan
roads were on the Estimates for a main-
tenance vote, the country roads should
he there also. Agrieuliural members last
vear told the Government that . uule%
these itemis were abolished they \mu[d
not suport them. He hoped they sfood
to {hat attitude this year, There was sn
item for the Kalgnmhe-Boulde: road, but
that would not influence him, ihough fhe
roads board in his distriet had compiamed
of iz aititnde last véar in moving to
=trike out the item. He moved— -

That the item be struck out,

Mr. BOLTON: If it were possible io
carry put the lon. member’s idea one
epuld support him, bat the diffienlty was
that lhe districts throngh which these
roads ran reaped. no benefit from them.
and if the lecal governing bodies, could
eloge the voads. they would do so rather
than  maintain, them. They could not
maintain them in sych a state of repaijr
as was neeessary for thecsake of the.mer-
chants awho had their goods conveyed
fram the, port to Perlh. and they could
not refuse {o pot them in order because
the Minister £or Works would do the work
and stop..the mopey out of their suhsi-
dip<: He would snpport the hon, member
if, the. local governing hodies, wonld not
he ealled, upon to wpintain the roads. It
was all very -well, for ,the hon. member
to talk. The han. menmber had.po*roada
in his distriet. merely fracks ronning be-
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tween hessian {ents. The main road pass-
ing through the Novth Fremantle elee-
torate was hounded for three parts of
the way by lands fron which the local
governing hodies received no vates. These
items should have been puf in one vote.

Mr. Johnuson: Tt is all righi as it is:
strike out  the Bonlder-road item and
add the money to yonr roal

Mr. BOLTON : The hon. member might
do that. The hon. member, wnen a gold-
fields member, was all for goldfields; now
the hon. wember was all for the coast.

Mr. Johuson: 1 ask for that tv be with-
drawn. 1 have. never made thalt remark.
God forbid that I should ever do su

The CHAIRMAN: There is nothing
ont of order. The hon memher ean
reply later.

Mr. BOLTON: It would be unfair if
a loeal governing body had to spend the
larger portion of their vevenue in main-
taining roads of no benefit to thew.

Mr. JOHNSON: The hon. member's
enthusiastic parochialism had so carried
him away as to lead him to make =
mis-statement that he (Mr, Johuson) had
raised the question of goldfelds versus
coast. God forbid that he should cver
do so. He had always endeavoured to
look at the State firsi and the constitu-
eney afterwards. Thongh he was inore
interested in these items than the hon,
member from the point of view of his
constituency, he was going to voie for
the amendment, but would do s¢ in
the inferests of the State, because he
helieved that when the State construeted
roads the ratepayers shonld maintain
them, at any rate, out of the subsidies
given to thew on their rates. His sym-
pathy was with the farmer and the out-
back prospector.  When Minister for
Works he had told the roads boards that
ouiback roads must get all the assist-
an®e, and those who made the most fuss
about it were those parochial gentlemen
from Fremantle. Too much considera-
tion was given to North Fremantls ia
these items. Western Aunstralia wonld
be hetter served by politicians if there
was less thought for one’s constituency
and more for the State, Were the agri-
cultural members going to support these
items 2 They had wmain roads in their

[ASSEMBLY.)

Comanitiee of Supply.

distriets. Roads running from one town
te another were main roads. We shuald
give one lump sum for these roads and
distribute it all over the State, instead
of concentrating the expendiiure, as was
now doue, in the metropolitan avea.
Probably the member for [rwin was
asleep, but he (Mr. Johnson) had trasci-
led over the roads in the hon. member’s
constitneney,

AUr. 8. F. Moore: Look ufter your own
roads !

Mr. JOHNSON: There was the hon.
member’s parochialism coming out. The
roads over whiel the unfortunate farmers
in the Irwin electorate had to travel,:
throngh one of the best farming disiricts
in the State, were in a bad stale of
repair. Tlere were in that district some
very excellent roads, but certain parts
were absolutely neglected.  Then go (o
the Beverley distriel and it would he
found that exactly the same condition
of affairs existed there. .

My, Bavies: What about Jandakol?

Mer. JOHNSON: That was anolher
illustration.

Mr. Dacies: Well vou should sappori
this ilem.

Mr. JOHNSON: The roads having
been made in the first instance by the
State should be maintained by the loeal
bodies. Those who took a keen interest
in agrieultural development must realise
thal the agricultural distriets should re-
ceive the first consideration. If that
were given then items like that under
review must be slruek out.

[Mr. Taylar took the Chair.]

Mr. ANGWIN: The last speaker had
referred o great deal to Fremantle. it
as a matter of faet that place had uot
got one penny from the vote under ve-
view. The roads set out in the Esti-
mates as either beginning or terminnt-
ing at Fremantle had not been descrihed
properly and that was the fault of the
Minister, whe was too honest, Tf he had
simply deseribed the roads as for instance
“*Jandakot road,”’ then members would
nat have been s incensed about the mal-
ter. The member for Guildford had ned
referred to the facl (hal the previous
item to the one under review was. lor
a rvod in his distriet, and had nuot
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attacked that. He did not intend {o aet
in a *‘dog in the manzer'’ wav wiih
rexard to these roads and his chiet eon:-
plaint about them was that the list of
roads to receive assistance finr mainten-
ance was not mueh longer. There was
nothing on the Estimates for the Yve-
wmantie-Canning voad. He did not in-
tend iv follow the practice ot some mem-

bers who refused to support certain
grants  hecause there were not  similar
votes for their own disteiets.  There

was the item Claremont-Subiseo read,
but it wounld be most unfair-to eall npon
the vespeclive municipalities 0 main-
- tain that road. as it was used alicost
entirely by funerals going to the Karra-
katta cemetery. Fremantle and East Fre-
mantle got nothing whatever from this
vite for they maintained their own roads.

Mr. WALKER: The member for ast
Fremantle had given a_very good reason
for voting agaiust the itewm, although it
was his intention to argue in favour of
iis  retention.  The hon. mewmber urged
that the list of roads to be maintained by
the State should be muel lavger, and that
because somme roads were not ineluded,
that was no reason why members should
vote against those which were.  There
was u reason. for it looked very mueh like
favourifism to certain parts of the coun-
try at the expense of others. If other
roads were not included and the question
were asked why this was not so, the
answer always was because there was no
money.  If there were no money, why
were not the items under review either
refused or reduced?  There were main
roads running hetween many mining
centres outside of Kalgoorlie and Boulder
but there was no provision for them on
the Estimates. If members looked at the
opposite  page of the Estimates they
would find that there was a reduction
of no less than £3,250.

The Minister for Works: You made
that same muddle last year. Those
items refer to votes passed last vear,
and Lhe money for whieh has been paid.
They are not recurring items.

Mr. WALKER: What was provided
to take the place of those items?

The Minister for Works: Look among
the new works.
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Mr. WALKER: What was provided
as an equivalent for that-money voted
last year? Was there nothing for the
road between Dulong and Raudalls%
Where was there provision for the emm-
struetion of new roads? While money
was required for the opening up of dis-
tricts by new roads, old established roads
should be maintained by the bedies con-
trolliug the distriets through which they
ran; hui it was noticeable ihat upon
these roads Government money was lav-
ished.

Mr. FOULKES: In the Cotlesloe dis-
triet there were twe roads, one a main
road from Perth {0 Fremantle, and the
second un the other side of the rallway
line. The main road for the last few
vears had been in such bad order that
the people preferred to use the read
whieh ran on the north side of the rail-
way line. Some members spoke as if the
loeal abthorities did wot pay their faiv
share towards the maintenance of these
voads, but be assured members that the
hodies did eontribuie Lo the cust. Take
the Buckland Hill distriet. The values
there were placed at a very high rale.
Land was rated at £400 per aere. when
it was well known that it would not re-
alise wmore than £200. The people there
were paying praetically 4s. in  the £
Tt was idle for members Lo complain
that the people situated between Perth
and Fremantle did not pay ‘their share
towards the maintenance of the roads.
Tn his opinion there should be a separate
column on the Estimates, showing the
main voads towards which grants had
been made by the Government., There
were many roads in  agricultural and
goldfields districts, which were entitled
to receive assistance from the Govern-
ment. and it was for that reason he
would impress on the Minister the ne-
cessity (o prepare this separate lisi.
showing the main roads which were en-
titled to receive assistance. Some mem-
bers maintained that ho grants should
be made by the Government for the
malntenance of roads. While it was
often a burden to ask the loeal auihori-
ties to find money to pay for the cost of
constructing a road, in many cases it
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was bop ereat o burden to ask .that loeal
authority to .maintain them.,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: It was his inien-
tion to vole for the striking out of these
roads, and he would do so on principle.
It was not advisable for the Govern-
mert to maintain any main roads. Onee
a road was constructed the better policy
was to let the local. governing bodies
look after the maintenance. The member
for CGuildford would like to give the
agrieullurists tivst eall. . He, however,
would not favour them more than any-
une else, but they should receive justice.
Where there was a. large population they
were far better able to.maintain their
roads than where there were hundreds
of miles of roads and where the popula-
tion was:sparse.. He had all along op-
posed the Gavernment maintenanee of
roads. Some members. wanted 1o know
of what adyaniage was this pariicular
rpad to Claremont. There was no doubi
about. the fact that the road running
through Subiaco, as it.did. inereased the
value of the properties.

The, Minister for Works: You do not
ng_nw, what, vou are talking about. .1
will-take vou around Cottesloe and show
voi. where preater values are off  the
main road.. -

Mr. UTNDERW 00D: In spite ut what
the Mimster said he wonld repeat that
this road ineregsed the. \alueq of pro-
perty around it. . .,

The TREASU RER: f[‘;he (|nest1m) of
raainiatning roads .had .always. been a
vesed one in, Western Australia. Con-
siderable credit, he theught, was .due
to the .Minister, for Works for having
heen the first. Minister .to bring this mat-
tex prominently before Parliament.

,Mr.. Seaddan: No,. you yourself. i\\el,e
lhe first. e e

The TRFASDRF‘R A,].thnugh _hc h;;d
bronght the matter before Parliament he
had not put a schedule of all the roads
down as the Minister for. Works had
done. The. \Imlstel for. \Vorl\s was not
hurkmq' the queStlon, but had bronght
it prominently before the, Committee.
These roads shown on. the Estimates had
hepn smgled out, 96 speela.l main roads
that required cnng,xderatlon. at the hapds
of .the. Goyernment. Notwithstanding
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that these roads had been singled oul,
and singled out in such a way as.fo
show hon. members that, speeial grants
were being made for their mainteuanve,
yet it was to be remembered that Lhe
reneral roads vote also covered wain-
tenance of roads of. (his deseripiion.
There weve other main voads in ibe
State, and it wounld be very difficult in-
deed tn adopt the method suggested by
the memher for Claremont and make o
complete sehednle of all the main roads;
except indeed they had a clear definitinn
of what constituted a main voad. The
general  definition. of . “fa road leading
from one centre to another’’ would, ap-
ply to pretty well all our voads, The
general vote allocated fto roads boards
undoubtedly covered maintenance work
as well as construction. The poini tn be
eonsidered was as to whether the time
lind arrived when the whole burden of
maintenance. should be thrown upon the
lacal hodies,
Mr. Collier: Tt has long gone past.
The TREASURER: That statement
was to be' doubted very much. If the
hon. member would travel through the
wu]dhe]ﬂq districts,, or if Lie would travel
tltlnul'h the \"ru(u]mldl r]latru‘l-, he
would llud nmany gcntlu.s where it was not
pnqslb]e to provide loecally for. thhel the -
oonstluehnu or thé mainfenance of
roads. - So long. as the poliey  of ihe
Governmment was to settle the lands they
were, bound o take' into consideration
not onty the construetion of roads buf
io qome ettent asmstmme f(]ﬂ mainien-
anee. Tt r1ppea.|ed to lim, ihat the pnllev
of hmldmg loadg \\Jthuut giving o
ilmug_ht as, lo 1]1.1111tenance was 3 h.;d
ene, for tlle roads. 0 built ‘would ” veLy
soon fal] into, dmepa‘n Pet‘gona.ll_y. he
w uuld lli\e to qee Llle \\hnle of the umm-
I(,nance- tluown upon (he ]ueal luthm'l—
lies if he could "but think Hlat llmk(,
110(1185 were in a poqllmu ln cm,'rv it Qut
hut it was absolutely 1mpu=_.51ble for' tfke
local bodies at the presént fime to rate
themselves sufficiently -high or to saddle
themselves with the neeessary:debt:
Mr. Bolton: It is not rateable frontayre.
The . TRE,ASURER A, goqd deal pf
i.he fmntage was nof, . 1ateab]e. A . diffi-
enity which the Minister for. Works,, had
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te eontend with lay in ihat when allo-
catinz this general voie to the several
roads boards he had to take all these mat-
ters into eonsideration;: he had to take
imo consideration the fact that many ol
the roads boards had eonsiderable lengths
of wain roads runping threough their re-
spective districts.  That applied right
through the eouniry. and these bodies
Ll not rateable value upon which to
raise  the monev.  Therefere, they
reyuired special consideration at  the
hands of the Government in order that
ithey might be in a position to waintain
the highways of the State. It the Gov-
erinenl could not provide sums of money
with which to assist these local bodies
their” younger days or their poorer days,
the result would be that the State’s high-
ways wauld he erippled and, in conse-
quence, the milways also would be
crippled. Mueh as he woold like to sec
this vote entirely transferred to the local
autborities, it eould not be done at the
present time. He realised that although
these main roads jed from ihe eapital and
that they were. 1o a certain extent, con-
necied with populons centres, yet they
passed through sparsely populated dis-
trictz amd through districts whieh did not
receive the full advantage of the main
roads. The Fremantle main road itself
had been 5 bone of contention for many
vears.  When representing the old Can-
ning eonstituency many years ago he
time and time again had had to fight for
assistance from the then Government for
the maintenanee of the road running
South to Bunhury. Back in those days
it had heen pointed out that the road was
ehiefly used by the Perth residents, and
that it was these people who were chiefly
responsible tor the necessity for repairs.
Tha!, in a modified form, was the posi-
tion to-day. Hen. members would see
that this vote was not 5o much as it used
to be in the old day=. Tt had been matevi-
ally cut down last year.

The Minister for Warks: Tt is
what it was four years ago.

The TREASURER: Seeing that the
Minister for Works had a thorough grasp

of the position and that he realised the
necessity of gradually shifting the res-

hal€
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pensibiliey on to the local anthorities, it
might sately be left in his lhands to re-
duce Lhis ameunt and ultimately to wipe
it out altugether. This year, at all evenis,
no guod purpose would be achieved by
interfering with the item, because a por-
tion of the woney had slready been ex-
pended. The matier of road econstruetion
thronghout the Stale was one of vital im-
porance to all, 11 was idle for hon. mem-
bers Lo complaiu that roads had not been
provided for here and there. The Gov-
ernment could only provide for expendi-
fure aceording in whal revenue they Te-
ceived s and if ihe revenne did not come
i they eénuld not make provision for the
consiruetion  of road: ont of revenue.
\When the Loan Eslimales were braught
down next week the House would have to
take into cousideration the question of
whether Lhe lime had nol arvived in Wesi-
ern Australia whe a sum of money would
have (o be provided out of loan for the
purpuse of construeting new roads in
agricultural and goldfelds centres. Roads
must be provided, and it was of no use
burking the question. 1t would be foolisi
to say that because the revenune was not
there. the eredit of the country should not
he pledged for the purpose of construet-
ing roads,  LE the new settlers were ta be
given a4 chance to do well for themselves,
for thenr Families and tur the State, they
mist first be given the facilities of tran-
sit. by rouds as well as by rvailways. He
hoped that in the eircumstances the Cont-
miftee would allow the item to stand.
Mr. HUDSRON: The propusitions pui
forward by the Treasurer had ue beariag
on  the question. Whase fault was it
that seven-twelfths of the monex had
been spent before Parlimipent considered
the Estimates?  Parliament could have
been called tugether earlier in ihe finan-
eial vear to cousider the Estimates. Then
the Treasirer udvanced the argunent that
we should pass the item on consideration
of the protise that there was to he a sur-
prise packet during the course of next
week on fhe Loan Estimates. That argu-
ment could not please members, nor the
other argument that  (hese roads were
parl of the land settleinent p;\li("\' of tlie
country.  Thig item had nothing to do
with that.  The poim was whether we
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should economise by reducing the votes
for out-back districts or those for the
" City, and in following- our land settle-
ment policy the latter course should be
adopted. It was admitted that the local
governing bodies through whieh these
particular roads passed shared in the
general vote for the construction and
maintenance of roads. Thevefore they
would get a double allowance for these
roads, and that was unjust to other parts
of the country.

Mr. COLLIER: In talking of the need
for constructing roads the Treasurer was
on good ground. One could support any
vote for constructing roads in new dis-
iriets; but this was a different proposi-
tion altogether. It was a question of
maintaining main roads in and about the
City. Having travelled through the out-
lying districts e knew the need there wag
for new roads in seatlered poriions of
the State; and knowing that, he would
support the amendment. He was opposed
to the mamfenance of mamn roads in the
metropolitan area.

The Movister for Works: Thig is only
a portion of the cost of maintenance.

Mr. COLLIER: The Minister would
not come down with any proposition to
bear the whole eost, and was sufficiently
daring in coming down wilh the proposal
for bearing part of the cost of maintain-
.ing these roads, Uniil we could afford
reasonable facilities for settlers, we were
not- justified in year after year voting
large sums of money to maintain these
main roads. The only vedunetion on last
year’s vote was a sum of £318, and of
that sum £300 represented the reduction
on the vote for the Boulder road. If
there was justification for such a reduc-
tion on the Boulder road, why did not
the other roads suffer a proportionaie re-
duction? At any rate he was prepared
to vote against the item for the Boulder
road as he did last year, knowing there
were scores of roads about Kalgoorlie
and Boulder more deserving of expendi-
ture upon them than this road whieh was
one of the best roads of the State.

Hon. F. H. Piesse: You got’ big votes
for Kalgoorlie roads in the old days.
They were very libérally “treated.
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Mr. COLLIER: That was for con-
struetion, not for maintenance; but prob-
ably Kalgoorlie was not singled out for
speeial treatment in that regard.  The
only connection heiween these roads and
the land settlement policy was that one
road led to the cemetery; but that was
settlement under the land, not on the
land.  These were not the only roads
through sparsely setiled districts. No
doubt there was more traffic upon them.
bnt there was traffic on other roads not
considered among these votes, and the
roads with the simaller traffic should be
entitled to a proportionate share of the
expenditure.  The time had arrived for
us to disecontinue finding money for the
maintenanee of these roads. If there
were any funds available they should he
spent in constructing new roads in the
back country.

Mr, JACOBY: The objéct of the
amendment was, he understood, that mem-
bers might show .their opposition to the
conlinnance of the svstem of wmaking
grants for the maintenance of main
reads.

The CHAIRMAN : That was the inten-
tion of the amendment. The proposal was
that item No. 35 should be struck oni
with the object of expressing the opinion
of members that all the items from 35
to 43 inclusive, shounld be struck ount.

- Me. JACOBY : Some of the items pro-
posed to be struck out were -in agricul-
tural districts, and did not come within
the purview of the argument that grants_
shonld not he made for the maintenance
of main roads in the metropolitan area.
For instance, there was the item Perth-
Armadale, £774. Portion of that road
ran through Gosnells, Kelmseott and
Armadale. If the desire were to profest
against the centralising of expenditure
in the metropolitan area, he would sup-
port . In his vindictiveness the Min-
ister had referved particularly to certain
road boards in his (Mr. Jaeoby’s) dis-
iriet, stating that those boards had not
done their doty to the State in the diree-
tion of raising money themselves!  Of
the scven road boards in his district, six
were doing more in that direction than
the Fremahntle roads board, and dve of
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them more than the roads board in the
district in whieh the Minister resided.

The Minister for Works: What are
you talking about? In what place do T
live?

Mr. JACOBY: Claremont.

The Minister for Works: You do not
know what your are talking about. I
do not live in Claremont. Why are you
not aceurate?

Mr. JACOBY: The Minister was not
ihe right man to talk about accuracy, eon-
sidering be referred to a number of ap-
pheations for grants made by the last
member for Swan, and in deing so said
that he (Mr. Jacoby) had made the re-
quest. They were handed in before the
last elections,

The Minister for Works: | desire the
kon. member o withdraw that remark
for it is inaccurate. I did not aitribute
the making of those requests to him.

Mv. JACOBY: The Minister distinetly
said that. Tf he denied it, of course he
would accept the denial. Al through
there was a centralising tendeney in the
Works Department and we eould not ex-
peet to get proper development in the
conntry distriets until the department
macde up theiv minds te spead the mouey
placed at their disposal in helping dis-
tricts sneh ax those an the geldfields
which were producing new wealth for the
State.  He intended to vote for the
amendmenl as an expression of opinion
against the centralising policy of the de-
partmenl.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
last speaker had referred to  what he
termed his vindietive attitude, but
throughout the discussion that hon. men-
ber had made incorrvect references to the
distriet in which he (the Minister) lived,
and the clectorate he represented. There
was no roads board in his district. The
hon. member had deseribed inaceurately
the district 10 whieh he lived. He should
make himself more eonversant of the
tacts before he made statements in the
Houose.

Mr, Hudson: We do not want to know
where vou live. Tell us about the item.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS :
Would the hon. member kindly cease his
unseemiy interruptions. The roads under
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review cost the State originaliy some
£90,000 to construct. and unless Covern-
ment assistance were given in their main-
tenance, there wus a very stmoug proba-
bility that they would fall absolutely into
disrepair. These main roads eame under
a different ecategory from others in the
State, in that they were those which
had very considerable through traffic. He
was as anxious as members opposite io
see that in the seltled porlions of the
State, the contributivns from the Gov-
ermment For maintenance were decreased.
He had shown his belief in that prineiple
by doing what the member for Guildford
(Mr. Johuson) had not done when he
was iu oflice—he bad eut down the vote.
In 1905-6 the vote was £2,800 for the
Perth-Fremantle road. for the next year
it was £2,350, the following vear £1,060,
and this vear £966. That road was used
ahnost exelusively for through  traffie
from Perth to Fremanlle, and not one
peniy of the amount voted went either
to the Perth or TFremauntle Municipal
Council.  In couneeiion with that road,
take the position.of the Buckland Hill
Road Board. At Buckland Hill there
was o thriving eommunity of working
people. but lie doubted whether there were
a seore of ratings, althongh the maximuin
rate was straek, whose annunl rale was
more than 30s. Tt was doubtful whether
in the whole of the road board avea there
were half-a-dozen (raps. The population
consisted exclusively of the working class;
but running through the distviel was a
main  thoronghfare eonstructed of hlue
metal. this  being  necessary as it had
to earry the through traffic from Perth to
Fremante.  Members were now asking
that that small commuunity should at its
own cost maintain the portion of the road
running through that distriet. and which
wns never used for local traltic but by the
merchants of Fremantle and Perth.

Mr. Jacoby: Make the Perth and Fre-
mantle people pay for ir. .

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: If
the hon. member would tell him how to

, do that e would be pleased.

Mr. Jacoby: By keeping the money ont
of their grants.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Then
there was the Claremont-Suhiace road.
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This was used almost exclusively for the
trafie to Karrakatla cemeiery. A large
portion of the road was in the Claremont
Roads Board district, which comprised the
ontlving portion of the thriving muniei-
pality of Claremont. On the cheaper
lands were builf ihe smaller houses, and
members were now going to say to those
residents and ratepavers that  althongh
the road in questien did not benefit thean
it had to be mainiained because all the
burials of the metropolitan area went to
Karrakatta, and that thex would have to
pay for that portion running threugh
their district. Was fhat just or reason-
able?

Mr. Collier: There are people in the
same position i other parts of the Siaie.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Could not the hon, mewher differentiate?
The traffic on the Perth-Fremaolle road
was far gréater than on any of tlie 1)(1('1\-
cnuhi’rv roads -
CMr. Collier: You are not making pro-
portionate grants to the country roads.

The MINISTFER FOR WORKS:
Applications came in from time to time
for Government assistance for main roads
in the couniry disiriets, and in  many
cases were granted, but it would be readily
understood that these grants were not
yearly recurring anes, as the roads were
very different from the main roads now
in question, which needed annual allention
in ovder te keep them in repair. These
votgs did not vepresent the whole east of
maintaining the roads. They represented
someibing like half the eost of mainten-
ance. We had regular monthly inspec-
tions of these particular roads,-and unless
they were being kept in proper vepair
the lacal authorities were pullied up. In
connection with the Perth-Fremantle road
it got into such a state of disrepair some
six years ago ithat the local authorities
whose areas were along the route of the
road would do nothing and the Govern-
tient had o step in and pay a heavy
cost, something like £11,000 to re-make
the road. If hon. members were members

. . .
of a roads hoard which was inierested,

ihey would profest against the injustice
whieh was put npon them by the Govern-
ment if the Government asked them to
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waintain these voads, He was willing 10
agree lhal next year (here should he a
considerable reduetion on all these votes
with a view of wlthmately wiping them
out. .

Mr. Reolton: Will vou put the Fre-
uwantle roads. in repair. it Fremantle will
afterwards nmintain them? .

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
That was a fair offer. There was a good
deal v be =md for the loecal auiborities
who did not use the wain roads much for
their own fraffie.  Take the road from
Perth to Armadale. There was a larze
throngh iraffic there.

My, Angwin: That is an agrienliural
road,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
member was misleading the Commitiee
when he said it wab an agrieultural road.
There was heavy traffic from Pexth to
Armadale. It was one of the favourite
motor roads in the State and the licenses
tor ihe motors were collected, he pre-
sumed, i Perth.  Was it desired to
thrust upou the shonlders of the. bogrds
interested the cost of maintaining. that
road when we recognised that the damage

was done prineipally by ithe through
traflie 7 He could not say anything

more than nex! vear he would agree ta a
substantial redueiion in these votes.,

Mr. Collier: You made fthat promise
last wear.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
There swas a strong feeling that 1t showd
he doune, hut no promise was made. Any-
how. he wounld give the House an assur-
ance now that if the vote was passed there
would he a reduction of from 25 to 30
per ceni. with a view to the gradual ex-
tinelion of the vote.

Afr, Walker: That is eondmonal upon
vou being Minister.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1
wiil make the promise on behalf of rhe
Gaoverimnent.

Mr, Scaddan:; Mr. Johnson made that
statement and the next AMinister who
eame in ignored it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
proposal he had made offered a fair zolo-
tion. Te hoped at all events that %
would meet with the approval of the 1ore
reasonable portion of ti:e Committee.
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Mr, JACORY : The Minister for Works
geemed to know very little about the de-
velupment of the country when he spok-
of {he distriels which were served by the
Perth-Armadale road as being suburban.
He rusranteed that outside the aetnul
towin=hips there was not one resident
there who was bot aetively engaged
develaping his block of land. and therve
were very few  blocks there it were
‘wader 16 aeves i oextent.  Tn un part of
the State could one find three distriers
which were more pueely agrvicultueal dis-
trici~ than the distriets of Gosnells, Kelmn-
scutt and Avmadale,

Mr. OSBORN: The Committee should
not he led astray by the statement made
by the member for Swan. These distriots
had an excellent train serviee and the sei-
tlers made good use of (hat service to
send iheir produce to  market.  They
found it much more convenient to use the
train than the road, 1If the Committee
were going to take a determined stand he
hoped ihat no distinetiovn wounld be made
between ane road and another.

Mr, SCADDAN: It was well known
that the prospectors in the back distriets
were nandieapped hecaunse they eould not
get thel ore carted to a battery without
having ro pay very considerably, the rea-
gon being thal the roads were impassable,
while in many eases no roads existed.
The =ame thing applied {0 the agrieul-
turail disiricts. Under existing conditions
new «etriers were handicapped. because
they Lad no way of getting their produce
to the vailway. Very often they had to
elear itacks thewmselves and while that
confinned we had no right to contribntz
towaris the maintenanee of the roads
avound thiekly populated centres. There
was a road running from Kalgoorlie fo
Boorara from whieh no revenue at all
was Hlerived. .

The Minister for WWorks: Boorara is in
the Kalgoorlie Roads Board distriet.

Mr. SCADDAN : Bui supposing
that——

The Minister for TForks: You want
fo da too much supposing.

Mr. SCADDAN: What he wanted to
say waz that supposing Boorara was in
another distriet, the Kalgoorlie Roads
Board would bhe compelled to maintain
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it.  When the member for Guildford held
the portfolic of Minister for Works he
(Mr. Scaddan) bhad refrained from urg-
ing any roads wants in his distriet for tweo
vears, in order {hat the Minister might
fulfil a promise to spend £2,500 for two
vears in construeting the road from Kal-
goorle o the mines. 8o impressed was
he (Mr. Seaddan) with the importance
of *hut road that he had leen prepared
to sink all ather roacds for the time being
in order to ecentraiise the expenditure.
But ke had peld theu, a< he beld to-day,
that onee that or any other road was con-
structed the local hody should maintain it.
It was only a fair eharge upon the people
of auny distriet that they should maintain
the roads in their district: hecause it was
by o ineans necessary for a wnan to per-
sonnlly travel over the road to nake use
of ii. The butcher and the baker eoming
to onr duors were making use of the roads
in our behalf. Tbat was the real issue;
every person in & disiricr who wight be
servad directly or indivectly by a voad
ought Lo contribule towards the cost of
its upkcep. But it was unjust in the
extreme to ask the prospector and the
agricultural settler i outbaek districts
where roads were unknow, to contribante
to the cost of the mainienance of the
motor-car roads in and around Perth.
The Minister for Works had agreed to
premize that this item would be reduced
by 30 per cent. next vear, But, unfortu-
nately, there might be a reconstruetion
of the Ministry before that time arnved.
If the Premier would give the same pro-
mise he {Mr. Scaddan) would withdraw
the amendemnt.

The PREMIER: It ougll tu be suffi-
cient that a Minisier had given bhis
pledge. When, a few minules earlier. he
(the Premier) being ahsent from the
Chamber, vne of his  eolleagues had
come to him en ihis question he had
stated that he would like to see the main
roads item end after this vear: bui that,
perhaps. it would be a hardship to strike
them out in one amount and that it
wonld be better, perhaps, to say that it
was the intention of the Government to
steadily reduce the vote. He wished to
point out that the municipal subsidies
had heen and were still being eut down.



1800 Annunal Estinates :

How then were the municipalities con-
cerned to provide for the maintenance
of these roads if the burden were to be
thrown upon them tvo abruptly? He
did not believe in taking oft the whole
amount in one wear, but he was pre-
pared to make a substantial reduetion
in the ifem on the next BEstimates.

Mr. SCADDAN: Tn view of (hat
statement by the Premier he would ask
leave fo withdraw the motion.

My, ANGWIN: How could the Pre-
wier undertake thai this item would be
substantially reduced next vear? There
might be a general election in the mean-
{ime. -

Leave to withdraw mmendnieni retwsed.

(Sittimg suspended from 6.15 to 7.30
)
[Hon. T. E. Quinlan look the Chair.]

Mr, HUDSON: As one who had ob-
jeeted to the withdrawal of the amend-
ment he had done so advisedly. The
arguments i supporl of the ilem were
nntenable, because the CGovernment ad-
mitted the expenditure was not justitied
and that they were willing to reduce the
item considerably and wultimately wipe
it out ajtogether. Promises like this had
heen made previously, and it was time
some stand wag taken by members, The
item would he deleted if members voted
as they spoke when this matter was be-
fore lhe previons Pacvliament. Tt was
no argument to advance that (he bulk
of the traffie alung these main roads was
hicavy gonds traffic passing from the port
iv the Citv. Did ihe Government want
the roads {o be kept in excellent repair
in order to assist others to snecessfully
compefe agaiust the railways?  That
would  be strange on the part of any
(iovernmeni. He objected to the with-
drawal of the amendment unless an un-
dertaking were given that the item would
he considerably reduced next vear and
that for the present vear at least 23 per
cent, would be dedueted. The local gov-
erning bodies interested bad no right to
anticipate that there would be no redue-
tion in the vote. They must have antici-
pated a redoetion. so there wauld he na
hardship on them.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Mr. BOLTOXN: The rvoad was there
and we should not allow it to get into a
stale of disrepair for the sake of com-
pelling people to use our railways, bur
the local governing bodies should not be
compelled 1o keep it in  order against
their will. The position now was that
the Premier had given us an assurance
that ihere would be a 30 per cent. re-
duetion from ihis grant each year until
it disappeared. Those who supported
the amendment werve prepared to aceept
that assurance, but those who objected
to the withdrawal of the amendment
stood on velvet, having in the eirecum-
stanees everyvthing to gain and nothing
to lose. Even if the amendment were
defeated they siil had the assurance
from rhe Minisier and the Premier that
there would be a reduetion, though the
understanding was given with the idea
of 1lie iten going through.

Mr. Scaddar @ So it will.

Mr. BOLTON: On a division.  The
CGovernment should take ““yes’ or “‘no’™
on tle vote, and if the item were knoek-
ed out entirely one could abide by the
lecision, but if the amendment were
negatived it should be nnderstond that
the itemn would appear again on fufnre
Hstimates. He was prepared 1o stand by
the decision of the Commiltee on that
iggne, and not on the issue of the 30 per
eeni. reduction in any case. whether the
amendinent:. be submitted or not.

Mr. WALKER: The suggestion of the
hon. member would stoltify the Com-
mittee and the Minister. The promise
was given tor aceeptance, though some
wanted more than was promised. Some
wanted the reduction now and not later.
His desive was for a proportionate re-
duction in the metropolitan areas as in
the country distriets, and it there was
that proportienate reduction he was
satisied and had nothing furilier fo
urge. On the assuranee that the redue-
tion would be made he aceepted the
Minister’s  statement and wonld vote
with the Government, hnt not to retain
the item as it was for ever. He hoped
when the division came the position
would be whether we would be satisfied
with a 30 per ceni. reduetion or the
aholition of the vate altngether, and that
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those whn voted with the Government
wonld vote for the gradual rveduction of
the item by 30 per cent. per annum.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: 1t the amend-
ment were put and lost would he he in
worder subsequently in moving to, reduce
ihe item?

The CHAIRMAN: Yes.

Mr. CNDERWOOD: The Governmenr
admitted that it would be wise o re-
Anee (he items. =0 they wmight jusi as
well start at once and allow those nnder
<disenssion ro be reduced by 23 per coni,
Their promise to reduce the itern next
xyear was of no avail, for sapposing (he
Premier went to Londen as Agent Gen-
eral and there was a new Premier, any
promise with regard to vext yvear’s Esti-
mates would be quite valueless.
event the items would be eat down next
vear. The amendment should he with-
drawn with the object of moving one
to reduce the item by 23 per cent.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: The
promise he had made 1o the member for
Jvanhoe was that if the amendrieent
were withdirawn, the Government would
reduece this item next year by 30 per
cent. with a view of its gradual extine-
tion in process of rime. He had no in-
tention tv go back o that  prowmise
whether the amendment to strike oui
the item were withdrawn or not. he
locked upon it as an honourable under-
standing. Had he chosen, he could have
earried this vote to-night, but the
<opinion of the Government hefore c¢ver
this discussion took place was, that i
was desirable these items for main roads
should be reduced pradually. In giving
the promise he was only making an
arvangement which in any case would
in all probability have been carried oui
next vear. Year after vear these ifems
had been discussed ad wnauseam. An
understanding had now been arrived a:
which was agreeable {o most members,
and he hoped those who would like the
extingtion ol the items at once would
realise the position and understand that
o fair arranzement had been arrived at,

Amendment pnt and negatived.

[Mr. Daglish resiimed the Chair.]
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Mr. HCDSOXN wmoved—
That the item be reduced by £350.

Amendiment pvt and a division taken

with the Following yesnli: .
Ayes . .. .3
Noes . .. L2

Majorily against .29

AYES.
Mr. Hudson Mr., Troy
Mt. Underwood {Teller:.
NOEB.
Mr. Angwin Mr, Jagoby
Mr. Barnett Mr. Johnson
Mr. Bollon Mr. Keenan
Mr. Brown Mr. Male
Mr. Butcher Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Collier Mr. Monger
Mr. Davles Mr. N. J. Mcoore
Mr. Foulkes Me. 8. F. Moore
Mr. Courley Mr. Osborn
Mr. Gordon Mr. Plesse
Mr. Gregory Mr. Price
Mr. Hardwick Mr, Scaddan
AMr. Heitmann Mr. Walker .
Mr. Holman Mr., Ware
Mr. Hophiins Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Horan Mr. Layman
(Teller).

Amendment thus negatived.

Tiem, Chitiering Roads Board, North-
ernt Gally-road, Nerth main road. devia-
tion, £73:

Me, ANGWIN woved—

That the item be struck oul.

In his remarks on the guestion of roads
hoards the member for the district (Mr.
Jacoby) had emphasised ithe neeessity
for such votes being given to the back
country. especially the goldfields; conse-
quently it was only fitting that he should
new he given an opportunily to prove
his words by aetions. | One could only
be of the opinion from what the Minis-
ter had said that he had acted wrongly
in putting that item on the Estimates.
We would therefore give the Minister
the opportunify to reconsider his posi-
tion and spend the money alloeated for
this and other works in the same elee-
torate in distriets where it was more
wrgently nreded.

Personal F.rplanation.
The Minister for Works: Earlier in the
evening the member for Swan staied that
T =aid be had put the requisition for
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granis for various road boards in his dis-
triet. Thix | denied, being under the im-
pression 1 had said that the requisiiions
for the grants came frowm the various
read boards,  However, afterwards on
thinking the matler over I had sowe
doubt. and 1 reterred to the Hansard re-
porter. I found thai the hon. member’s
statement was correct. 1 beg to offer him
my apologies, and T take the earliest op-
portnniiy of correcting the nisiake. »

Resumed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
vole was absolutely justified. Tt was tor
a deviation on the main road, with a view
to missing a parcticuiarly awkward hill,
Chittering was a very old settlement,

Me. UNDERWOOD appreciated the
proposal of the hon. member fo strike our
this speeial grant, and if he ealled for a
division, he would vote with hin.

Mr. JACOBY: This main road led
through the Chittering distriet ie (Green-
hills, and the whole of the grain and hay
grown there had to be earted down this
road, and portion of it was so steep that
in order to improve the road aud make it
safer, this grant was allowed by the Gov-
ermnent, so that a deviation might he
made.

Mr. ANGWIN: The onlv eonclusion
that he could come to was that the mem-
ber for Swan had tried to bluff the Com-
mittee earlier in the sittting. He {(Mr.
Angwin) was now asking the Committee
to agree to what the hon. member himself
had suggested. He hoped the member
for Swan would realise in the future that
almost every vote on the Estimates was
a gennine vote. and was required for the
development of the State, and those who
lived in some distriets had no desire to
plunder the exchequer mwore than others,

Mr. JACORBY: Having listened to the
sermon of the hon. member he felt that
he had henefited very mueh from the
advice,

Ttems. Claremont Couneil—Davis Road,
£400 ;

Me. BCADDAN: Thix voad wag in the
municipality of Claremoni. He did not
know wliere, but what he objected to was
municipalities  receiving granis  unless
there were very goond reasons.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
was  a main read from the Claremont
station lo the new asylum, During the
past two  vears the Government had
erceied large buildings at a cost of over
£100,000, and the road had been abso-
lutely cut to pieces. The Government had
heen axked to recoup the Claremont Coun-
¢il for the cost of repairs, and that was
what this vote wag for,

{iem, Cue [oads Board, eteetera, £85;

Mr. HEITMAXNN: Would the Minister
inform him what methad was adopted by
the departiwent when a reqnest was inade
by o deputation for a grant; what en-
quivy was made to aseertain the justitiea-
fion or otherwise of lhe claim.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Gen-
evally speaking an officer ot the Works
Departinent who might he in the distriet
inspeceted the work. and reported upon it.
in connection with the item the vote was
for forming aud metalling about 25
chaing of woad at Cuddingwarra. There
wax very heavy traflic on this road, and
it was impassahle in wet weather,

[Mr. Foulkes took the €hair.)

ltem, Fremantle Roads Board. Roek-
ingham Road, £100;

Mr, UNDERWOOD: Would the Mini-
ster give an explanation of this vole?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Rockingham was a small i(ownship 20
miles from Fremantle. It had no rail-
way comnnunieation, and a part of the
road passed through a sparsely populated
district,  The trathe on this road was
almost exclusively confined to the settlers
at Rockingham, and the money was neces-
sary to effect repairs.

Mr. TNDERWOOD: Fremantle was
found to he seattered very frveely through
these Estimales, Tt was {ime some other
distriets besides Fremantle got a ehauee.
Fremantle amd Perth had had enough, and
he entered a protest against grants being
seattered all over the Estimates for these
places.  There were many distriers that
were worthy of far more eonsideration
than Perth and Freoaotle

Mr, GORDON: This vote had nothing
to do with Fremantle. Fremantle hap-
pened to be the place where the residents
of Rockinghain marketed their gonds.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
was to be understood that the Fremantle
roads district was no part of the
Fremantle electorate, which he represent-
€d ; nor was he in any way interested in
the Fremantle roads board. The
Hamilton-road led out to the Jandakot
area, where there was a very large settle-
ment. There was every justification for
assistance in the making of this road.

Mr. UNDERWOOCD : If the Committee
were to agree to pass the item, would the
Minister give an assurance that it would
not be doubled next year ?

Mr. ANGWIN: If there were any
chance of getting such items doubled next
year he would have an application to
make. He could say that this road had
nothing to do with the Fremantle elec-
torate.

Mr. HUDSON : Perhaps the member
for South Fremantle could furnish some
information on the subject of this item.

Mr. DAVIES : The road led to & distriet
in which there was a large number of
settlers who were well entitled to the
road.

Item, Cosnell's Roads Board, QOld Mills
road, £100:

Mr. BOLTOXN : There was guite & num-
ber of these items relating to works in the
district of the member for Swan, Was
this particular work, and those represent-
ed in the two succeeding items. really
urgent ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : These
were roads which he himself had inspected
last Saturday afternoon. He knew
them to be necessary works. The roads
board was a new one, and undoubtedly
one of the best in the State. Seeing that
the board was in an early stage of its
existence he had to some extent been
generous towards it—a generosity which
he by no means regretted, because un-
questionably the money was being
thoroughly well expended.

Item, Kalgoorlie Roads Board, filling
in abandoned shafts, £150:

Mr. BOLTOX : How came it that the
filling in of abandoned shafts appeared in
& list of new works and buildings 7 It
seemed to have been sandwiched in in
order that it might escape notice.
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The MINISTER FOR WORIKS : There
was & list of grants to be made to
roads boards by way of assistance in the
carrying out of necessary works. The
facts were that adjacent to several roads
in the Kalgoorlie road district was a
number of old shafts constituting a very
real danger tu the public, and more
especially to children. In consequence
of representations made to him he had
arranged for an inspection of these shaits
and for an estimate of the cost of filing
up the more dangerous among them. In
consequence the board was being assisted
to the extent of £150. If the hon. mem-
ber with his family lived close to one of
these roads he would be the first to com-
plain of the danger of the shafts.

Item, Kelmscott Roads Board, Janda-
kot Agricultural Area, road and culvert
through swamp, £50 :

Mr. OSBORN : There seemed to be a
great number of items in which the mem-
ber for Swan was directly interested.
Would the Minister give some inform-
ation as to this particular item ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : This
was a road leading west from the Arma-
dale railway station. Its purpose was to
enable settlers to reach the station.

Mr. BOLTON : Why has the member
for Swan been ircated so well ?

The MINISTER FOR WORIS : Prob-
ably because it so happened that the
great bulk of the orchard and market
garden areas arcund Perth was in the
hon. member’s electorate. The people in
this district were fighting a hard battle
and he had as much sympathy with them
as with any other class in the community,
The items were quite justified. There
had been no undue favouritism towards
the member for Swan.

Mr. OSBORN : Attention was drawn
to the item to show the considerable num-
ber of votes for the Swan electorate, and
when the Loan Estimates were being con-
sidered Ministers should bear that fact in
mind and give consideration to other
districts.

Mr. WALKER : One would like to
know the total amount of the items for
the Swan electorate. The member for
the district had been able to induce the
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Minister to go over all the roads in the
electorate.

Myr. Jacoby : 1t was before I was elected.

Mr. WALKER : The member for Swan
could get votes because the Minister could
spend his Saturday afternoons visiting
the roads so as to vouch for the reed for
the works ; but the goldfields could not
get visits from the Minister, so that gold-
fields needs were not known. Of course
the Minister did visit Kanowna unknown
to him, but it was to get a candidate to
oppose him. The member for Swan,
when first returned, was particularly
eager for economy. Then let the mem-
ber vote to reduce each item for his
electorate by £5 and there would be
enough to make a road in the
Kanowna electorate.

Mr. ANGWIN : The attention paid to
the Swan electorate was a lesson to hon.
members. He would invite the Minister
to inspect the Melville district. The
Melville roads board, in whose district
road maeking was a very heavy item,
taxed themselves to the utmost to carry
out works, but that very fact stood in the
way of their getting assistance from the
Government. However, it appeared that
a district represented by a member sitting
on the Government side could get assist-
ance, while a district represented by a
member sitting in Opposition received
none,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Ii the
reember for Kanowna would adhere to the
facts appearing on the Estimates it would
put a stopper on the hon. member’s flights
of imagination. Out of 137 items only
11 were for the Swan electorate.

My, Walker : T could put 20 Swan elec-
torates into my constituency.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : And
the Swan electorate could put 20 times
the population of Kanowna into the
Kanowna electorate. IKanowna had a
diminishing population, while Swan had
an increasing population. Among the
11 items for the Swan electorate there
were seven roads boards affected.

Mr. WALKER : It was only since this
Government came in that the Kanowna
electorate went dewn, but its population
was not dwindling. Mining was looking
up, and the district would go further
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ahead if the Mines and the Public Works
Departments did their duty, but when
the Mines Department suffered com-
panies to lock up the reefs, and when the
Public Works Department stood in the
way of supplying the water necessary for
mining, no wonder the district was kept
somewhat back. It was enough to drive
any population away. When a member
asked for justice for his district he was
told the population was dwindling, and,
therefore, there was no necessity for the
grant. The Minister was keen and ready
with his taunts, but it would not be said
of him (Mr. Walker), as of some members,
that they owed their seats purely on
account of the way they pot at the

Treasury. That was said of the Minister
for Works.
Mr. SCADDAN: When comparison

was made with other road boards it
would be seen that those in the Swan
electorate were not deserving of the
Minister's eulogies. Each of those boards
received a considerable amount last year,
and much more than other boards. He
had made a comparison of the road boards
in the Swan electorate as compared with
the Kalgoorlie roads board. During the
year the latter raised £3,632 and received
£3,164, or £150 for each £100 contributed
by the Government. On the other hand,
the Swan roads board raised £726 and
received £842, or £86 for every £100;
Greenmount raised £1,161 and received
£1,065, or £109 for each £100 ; Relmscott
raised £570 and received £740, or £77 for
each £100; Wanneroo raised £141 and
received £375, or £37 for each £100;
Chittering raised £192 and received £250,
or £76 for each £100. This made a total
of £77 raised for each £100 received from
the Government.

Mr, Jacoby: What about Darling
Range and Gosnells ?

Mr. SCADDAN had not known
that they were in the Swan electorate,
but anyhow the figures did not alter the
general average. The return showed
that the Darling Range roads board raised
£574 and received £500, or £114 for each
£100, and Gosnells raised £915 and re-
ceived £1,402 10s., or £62 for each £100.
Yet there was no reduction in the grants
in the Swan electorate this year, but there
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was for Ihalgeorlie, who sufiered a redue-
tion of £300 on the maintenance and £225
in other grants, or a total of £525 less than
last year, This amounted to over 50 per
cent. Last year the sum of £28,819 was
granted for the construction of new roads,
and £38.667 for maintenance. This was
8 wrong policy. If the figures were re-
versed and £38,000 was granted ifor the
construction of new roads, the State
would be the gainer. 1t was unwise to
spend so much upon maintenance.

Mr. BARNETT : The member for

Ivanhoe (Mr. Scaddan) cvidently was not

aware of the fact that the connection with
roads for agricultural districts When
a grant was made in the first instance for
a new road only enough work was able to
be done in. order to allow vehicles to
travel over it. It was absolutely neces-
sary that further funds should be allocat-
ed for these roads each year until they
were put in really proper order, for other-
wise the result would be that the original
expenditure on the new roads would be
wasted entirely.

Mr. JACOBY.: There was a consider-
able diffienlty thrust on the department
in classifying boards and allocating
grants.  If it were possible to arrive at a
scheme whereby & board should receive
80 much for every pound they raised
themselves the difficulty would be, to a
grent extent. obviated. As the member
for Albany (Mr. Barnett) had said, when
the eountry roads were first constructed
there was only sufficient work done to
permit traffic, and it took several years
for the roads to be put in proper order.
With regard to the remmarks made by the
member for Kanowna (Mr. Walker)—

Mr. Johnson: On a point of order.
What item are we discussing, and is it in
order for the hon. member to speak
gencrally ?

The CHAIRMAXN : A good deal of
latitude had been given in the discussion
on the item. The Minister had brought
certain charges against the member, and
the latter had been given an opportunity
to reply. He did not intend,’ hawever,
to continue to grant such latitude. and
members must confine themselves as
nearly as possible to the item under dis-
cussion.
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Mr. JACQBY :[Whenghezhad referred
to the necessity for economy his request
was that there should be economy in the
direction of expenditure on un-repro-
ductive works, and that more money
should be spent on works that would pro-
duce new wealth. The road under dis-
cussion would open up a large agricultural
district to which, at present, there was no
communication. It was either sandy or
swampy country. and even with the grant
only a small measure of relief would be
afforded. In his electorate there were no
fewer than seven rvads boards and por-
tions of two other boards, and that
accounted for the fact that his electorate
appeared so frequently on the Estimates.
The amount of money raised by the boards
represented, however, a very fair percent-
age on the Government grant.

Item, Nannine main street. construc-
tion £150

Mr. HEITMANXN : Could the Minister
give the Committes any information as to
the reasons for the appearance of the
item on the ¥Estimates, and something
about the history of the road.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Nan-
nine was at the head of the line. and &
considerable number of temnsters started
there for the outback country. There
was ne Muonicipality at Nannine.

Mr. Heitmonn @ Yes there is.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: At
any rate, the street had suflered very gon-
siderably from the teams leaving there for
the back country. Representation was
made to the department for assistance and
after examination, it was thought wise to
put the item on the Estimates.

Mre. SCADDAXN : The departmental re-
turn showed that during last year the
Nannineroads board collected £33 2s. 3d. in
rates. whereas the totai amount due for
rates was £302 2s. Gd. ; consequently,
they only raised 6 per cent. of what was
due.

Mr. HEITMANN : The road in ques-
tion was controlled not by a board but by
a municipality. This was not a bad
street. It was a good natural formation
and the surface was of limestone.
Nannine had heen a town for fifteen
years, and rather than spend money in
that street now it wonld be hetter to
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devote it to the road between Nannine
and Meekatharra.

Item, Albany Roads Board, Denmark
Bridge, £1,000.

Mr. COLLIER : This seemed rather a
large swm ; would the Minister give an
explanation !

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : The
Government recently made arrangements
to take over the Denmark area, and this
bridge was required in connection with the
opening up of that area. Surveys had been
completed and plans were in course of
preparation in anticipation of the passing
of the vote. 1t was anticipated that the
work would {acilitate the sale of Govern-
ment lands.

Item, Albany Municipality, York street
extension of main drain {new works),
£200 :

Mr. JOHNSON : Would the Minister
explain how it was that this and other
districts as shown in the several succeed-
ing items could secure Government
assistance for drainage when he had been
informed that it was impossible to get a
grent from the Government for this
work ? He had been told too that it was
necessary that local bodies should form
themselves into boards to strike a rate
and supply the money themselves. Tf
that rule applied to one district, it should
apply to all.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: In the
case of a limited drainage scheme the Gov-
ernment gave some assistance to small
municipalities. In this particular case
the Albany township had already ex-
pended a considerable sum of money, and
this amount was necessary to carry off
storm waters which fAowed from Mt.
Clarence into the public streets of the
town. Under the circumstances the
Government thought they were justified
in supplementing the Albany council
vote just as had been done in the ease of
the Boulder council. The Government
were prepared to extend the same con-
sideration to other districts, so long as it
was for the drainage of the town, and
the schermme was limited.

Mr. JOHNSON: The Minister had
visited his district, and knew of a par-
ticular drainage question which had been
brought under his notice. The whole of
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the district depended upon the exvension
of the drain, but he would let that go be-
cause the Minister stated that he was
prepared to give consideration to other
districts. In connection with the next
item, “ Bunbury Municipality, South
Bunbury Drain, 5-mile Brook land re-
sumptions, £500,” he thought that there
was an error here, because if the Minister
turned back a little, he would see another
item * Bunbury drainage, £500.” Surely
these items were for the same work. It
would be necessary therefore, to move
that one be struck out.

Mr. BARNETT : With reference to the
Albany item, the Minister was under a
slight misapprehemsion. The facts of
the case were that there was & portion of
the foreshere in Albany between high
water and low water mark which had
been previously vested in the Govern-
ment. The Albany municipality was
asked to take that over, and before agree-
ing to do so, certain drainage work was
necessary.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : With
reference to Bunbury items referred to
by the member for Guildford, the first was
a grant promised by the Premier to the
council for drainage. This was a pound
for pound grant. The other one had to
do with reclamation of land at Bunbury,
and in order that the bona fides of the
council could be tested in connection with
this matter this grant was given con-
ditionally on the town subscribing a
gimilar amount. Both items were separ-
ate One was for drainage of streets and
the other for resumption of land in con-
nection with the drainage.

Buildings, £70,8%5:

Ttem, Kalgoorlie Sehool of Mme- addi-
tions. £620:

Mr. SCADDAN: This item was evi-
dently a misprinl. It appeared here
under new works for the Edueation De-
partiment. 1t the Minister lonked a little
further down he would see that the item
was repedted as No. 309 under the head-
ing of new works for the Mines Depart-
ment. Evidently, it was a misprint, and
it would he necessary to move that the
item he struek out.
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The MINISFER FOR WORKS: N
was evidently a susprint, and he moved—
Thut the item De struck out.
Amendment put and passed.

lier, Roitnest, eonversion of the Re-
formatory into  Accommodation  House,
£382: .

Mr. JOHNSON: Woauld the Minister
explain how he proposed to conduet this
establishment after rhe conversion had
taken place?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: [t
was originally intended to converr thiz
into an aceommodation house, but subse-
quently the Governnient did not feel dis-
posed 1o go to the expense. The vole of
last year was £783, but liabilities to the
extent of £257 only were incurred. The
Government were not going on with this
for the present; it would be a public ac-

- cemmodation house when it was built.

Mr. Horgn: And finally, a State hotel.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
could not be said yet whether liquor would
he sold there. The itew on the Estimaies
was to cover the cost of material.

Ttem, Perth quarters for groom, Mini-
ster for Agriculture’s Department, £150:

Mr. COLLTER: Was the Minister for
Agricaliure supplied with a groom, and
why was it uecessarv that this groom
should bhave guarters?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
was i revote; as a matier of faet it was
for improvements to Governmeni House
stables.

Mr. SCADDAXN: Then how did it ap-
pear here under the heading of the Mini-
ster for Agrieulture?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
was what he could not understand.

Mr. SCADDAN: If that was the posi-
tion he would move that the itent be struek
out. It was found thatl items erept in
under different leadings If the state-
ment of the Minister were correet, then
the item certainly should be struek out.
But possibly the Minisier was mis-read-
ing his nofes,

Mr. Hudson: The Mimster
under some wisapprehension,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: From
what ihe Minister for Agrienlture had
now told him, it seemed thai the whole

must he
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thing was a misprint. As a matter of
faet it was provision made for a groom
for Government horses—that was to say,
tor the horse-purchasing depavtment,

Ttem, Grants in aid Ffor construction
of and additions to Mechanics' Institutes,
£2.500:

Mr. JOHNSON: Would the Minister
tell the Committee whelher the diffieulty
over the building of the mechanies’ in-
stitufe ai Bellevae had heen settled?

MINISTER ¥FOR WORKS: It was
undersiond that the difficulty had been ve-
moveil.

Voie put and passed.

[y, Daglish resumed the Chair.)

Secretary
The

Leparunent  of  Colonial
{(Hon. J. D. Connolly, Minister)
Treasurer in charge of the votes,

Vote—Office «of Colonial Seevelury,
£7D18:

Mr, HUDSON: What would be the
procedure followed? Would the Com-
mittee be asked to take the first division
of the departments?

The TREASURER: Hon. members
could address themselves to the whole of
the department 1f they wished.

The CHAIRMAN: The question before
tlte Comnittee was the affice of Colonial
Seerelarvy, £7,018. 1t was open to any
member who desived to do so to diseuss
the general adminisiration of the Coloniat
Secretary’s Departmient.  On the other
hand it was open to members to diseuss
each division separately as the division
was arrived af,

Mr. HOLMAYX: Some explanation was
necessary as o the policy the Government
intended to pursne in reference to immi-
wration. He could nol but express grave
dissatisfaction at the system adopted in
the past. under which hundreds of men
had been dumped into Western Australia
and assisted to enter into competition
with our own workers. The policy was
ostensibly to settle men on the land; but
instead of that, hundreds of men had come
o Western Australia and wone siraight
to the Labour Bureau where they had been
assisted fo get work at the expense of
other men already in the State. Some
of the immigrants were now working for
slarvation wages, while ojhers had killed
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{hemselves in despair at the outlook. This
was a state of affairs which should he
put an end to. Instead of building up an
adult population Western Anstralia was
losing it.  According to the Statistical
Abstraet the population of the Staie was
practically at a standstill, while penple
who had been in the State for years were
forced to leave it and look for work in
other States. The Government were
spending money in bringing out immi-
grants to enter into competition with the
Australians living in the State. Person-
ally he was in favowr of pulting bona
fide settlers on the land; but that was
not being done. Men were being brought
out here to enter into competition with
the mechanics and artisans already in the
Htate. He had had scores of new arrivals
call at his office; and the ery of them all
was that they had been. encouraged to
come to this eountry by absolute mis-
statements. He took strong exception to
this method of attracting immigrants.
The system was detrimental to the best
interests of the State. Several pertinent
questions eould be asked in regard io the

trip a certain gentleman had to England.’

Some  immigranis who described them-
selves as  farm  hands got o fur-
ther (han Perth and entered into
competition  with  people  alveady in
the State, and sometimes, in all

probobility assisted by Ministers, secured
positions in the publiec service, thongh
there were thousands of able-bodied men
willing to take the work who otten found
it next to impossihle to secure work. Few
of the immigrants cmld  he  neoperly
termed farm labourers. How was it they
were hronght here while seores of our
owh people had io leave the State to seek
work elsewhere?  We would all like to
=e¢ the population torge ahead, but we
must look af the sitnation as it was. [Last
vear the inorease (n owr population was
very small, showing that people must
have left the State; and every man who
left the State meant that we had a pro-
dneer or a laxpayer the less, and that
the burden of taxation, already heavy,
was heavier on those remaining. The
soener we dropped the ruinous immigra-
tibn policy the better. TF men came here
with money with whieh to open un the
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lud no one would ecavil at it, but it was
a disgrace when we were misled by state-
ments that we were introducing people to
open up the couniry who really took em-

ployment  which men already in the
State should have. It was kunown
that some of (hese immigranls went
to the mines, and i was shown

fwo  years ago that there was a well-
defined system in foree of introducing a
large number of foreigners tw work in
the tiniher mills. There was no objeetion
to any man of whatever European nation-
ality who eame here so long as he lived
under the same eonditions as we did: but
it wax strange that while men already
in the BState could not secure marine
dealers’ licenses, Russian Jews who came
here could, a few days after landing, take
ont these licenses, There was something
vadically wrong in that. Tn view of the
adverse criticism upon their immigration
policy we should have a statement from
the Government on the matter. We heard
of a ease of suieide of an immigrant; we
heard of immigrants  going to the old
men’s home, and of athers wetting better
consideration at the Lahour Burean than
those with wives and families already in
the State. The Government could hardly
unagine the damage their policy was do-
ing. Tf the Government realised that by
their assisting men to come here the effect
of it was to drive others away they would
soon drop the poliey.

The PREMIER: 1t neeessarily fol-
lowed that there were bound to be some
disappaintiments i comuection with im-
migrants. The first people whe came to
Australin  were immigrants, and  they
came here under mueh worse conditinne
than the men coming here now. .

Mr. Holman: | say nothing disparae-
ing of the immigrants; T only  =speak
against the poliey.

My, Uaderwood: Some of ihem had {o
come here.

The PREMIER: TPossibly some of
them did, but they had done good work,
and some of their descendants were
among the best citizens of Australia. He
bad repeatedly said in the House that the
most emphatic instimetions had been given
to the Agent General that the Govern-
menf were desirons that whoever were
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responsible for selecting the immigrants
should satizty themselves personally that
there was a prospect of a man on his
avrival in Auvstralia making a suecess, It
was poinfed out a few onths agn that
we preferred men to eome out here who
had experience az agvieulturisis, that we
preferred them to come penniless rather
than to Lave men eome heve with £30 or
£100. 1 was toolish a man coming here
with.a limited amount of capital. Many
came with £100 or £200 who were noi
adapted for. and would never make a
success of, settling in Anstralia, and M.
Ranford’s attention had been particularly
drawn io ihis faci. Mr. Ranford had a
thorough knowledge of the Staie, was a
gond judge of character, and would see
that the men who eame ont would in all
likelibood prove suecessful  colonists.
Some of the men engaged as lecturers had
not heen successes. The Agent General
was informed that the Government were
not desirous nf renewing Mr. Scammell’s
engagement. For a social tea party Mr.
Seammell was very good, but for instruet-
ing men as to the conditions of life in
Western Australia and for advising them
generally as to settlement conditions, Ar.
Scammell was not a success.

Mr. O’Loghlen: What about Dolley?

The PREMIER : Dolley had done realiy
good work at home, and from informa-
tion received from Mrv. Brockman and
other officers who bad been Home, it
would appear that My, Dolley was one of
the best men in the Agent General’s office.
Mr. Dolley was n smart man and had
knoeked about the bush for a consider-
able while and was able to place before
the immigrants the conditions of life in
Western Australia very well. Mr. Dolley
was engaged as a femporary hand against
hiz (the Premier’s) adviee, hut after the
term of his engagement expired, the re-
port of the Agent General was that Mr.
Dolley’s work was of sueh a satisfactory
natnre that lie had been re-engaged for
another short period. The gentlemen
who had bheen engaged as lecturers for
Western Ausiralia some thne back, al-
though not re-engaged by us, had been
engaged by the Commonwealth,  Those

were Mr. Seanumell and Mr.
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Apparently those wentlemen had  been
able 0 convince some people that they
were suitable for the work.

Mr. Collier: What about “Wongi?”’

The PREMIER : The hon. member ap-
parently referred to Mr. Nelson, who had
delivered a few lectures in England. Tle

"Agent General was asked to arrange for

one or two farmers who had gone Homs
from the State lo be present at any of
Mr. Nelson's lectures, so that at the con-
elusion of (e lectures they could speak
Trom personal expericnce of the Statfe,

Mr. Heitmann: As interpreters?

The PREMIER : Af one iune the mem-
ber for Cue used to look with adoration
on Mr. Nelson, and every voiee in the
House was silent when Mr. Nelson rose
to speak. Apparently thai zentleman had
fallen from: grace, and all his virtves hal
departed with his change of political
opinions. One did not know about the
change of political opinions, but at any
rate Mr. Nelson was not now vevered lo
the same extent by members opposite as
he was when he was one of their eol-
leagues. No one could say that Mr. Nel-
son was not able to place the prospects
of Western Australin before the people
m a pleasing way. The Government
realised the absolute neeessity for only
allowing  a  man  likely to  pruve
a  suecess v eome here, and our
representatives  in London had  heen
s0 instructed. He had always main-
tained that a man who was ex-
perienced in the Easiern Staies was a
much more suitable mnan to settle in West-
ern Ausiralia than a man from the old
couniry with no experience; and as mem-
bers knew, the Government were doing all
they could iv eneourage that class of sef-
tler from the Fasiern States. He had re-
frained frum establishing agencies either
im Adelaide or Sydney, nol that he did
not believe they were both gnud fields for
operaiion, but he desired to have so much
country subdivided before more men ar-
rived here, that when they did come they
wounld lose no time in gelting and taking
up land. Great difficulty was heing ex-
perienced now in  securing surveyors.
Four or five more men were wanted at

Drakard. Denmark alone.
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Mr. Taylor: Give up polities and go
on your old job.

The PREMIER : Anyhow, there would
be more money in it. The Government
would have to arrange  for young un-
Beensed survevors to work under licensed
men, 50 that the work coutd be pushed on
with. At Denmark there were only 99
or 100 lots, and the Government had
kept them so ihat men eéonld make a
selection and go on the Jand ihe next
day.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The Premier had
assured us that probably wmistakes had
been made in the pasi and the wrong
type of men bréught here, hut that the
Government were (aking every precau-
tion to get better immigrants in  the
future. Within the past few weeks im-
ntigranés had . arrived here who had ne
intention of going on the land, hut were
getting on saw mills and driving out of
employment  native-horn  Australians.
Passibly if a membér moved for a re-
dudtion of this item memhers opposite
would accuse him of decrving the coun-
try, or of showing lack of patrviotism. He
vielded to nene in Lis patriotism, and no
member was more desivous of the Com-
monwealth advancing than he, for he ve-
-cognised that Australia was the hest coun-
try in the world. There was, however,
raom for nmprovement in the Common-
wealih in rezard {o the administration
of this immigration question. The policy
should be for {the purpose of gelting peo-
ple here to go on agrieulinral arvens. Not-
withstanding the oplimistic utterances of
Minisiers that we had vast areas avail-
able. it was very diffienlt for a gennine
settler to get land wiihin 20 miles of a
raillway.  Consequently it was no use
bLringing immigrants here to go on land
so far awny from the railway that their
labours would be praetically useless. His
pringipal grievance against the immigra-
tion policy of the Government was that
men were heing hrought here to compete
in the wages markel against our own peo-
ple, with the result thai the unemployed
prohlem was always.in our midst. The
difficulty was not now so acule as it was
a few weeks ago, bat ihere were poveriy-
stricken families in the City who were
greatly in wani, and the heads of the
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fomilies  were carrving their swags
through the country looking for work.
He knew an {mmigrant who had been
working in a butchering business in Perth
a few weeks ago for 23s. a week without
his keep, but his clothes git so very rag-
wed that he was told he eould nol be
kept on, and he found his way down teo
the South-West where he offered his ser-
viees for 10s. a week. At the Morning-
ton Mill there were 10 or 12 men who
arvived i the State six weeks ago, ve-
putedly for the purpose of settling on
the land, but what they were doing was
fo settle zome of our own people by put-
ting them out of emplovmeni. He had
received a posteard, whieh had been dis-
iributed throughont {he world. Tt refer-
red to the jarrah forests of the State, and
satd :=—“We have 8 nillion acres of jar-
rali forests waiting for the axe™ That
was marked, “Gov. litho print, Perth.”
During the past month he had been wor-
rying the Premier for the purpose of get-
ting an area for some sleeper cutters,
who had heen idle for three or four
weeks, waifing for timber to operate on;
but he failed to get it. The Premier
could not place his hand on a suitahle
spot for them. It was no less than en-
deavouring o et people here by false
pretences to make the statzments aboub
the eountry that had Leen issued through-
out the world. People on the platform
and in this Chamber had said there was
room in the jarrah forests and elsewhere
here for immigrants, but hat was no-
thing more than political hypoerisy, and
ihe sooner an emphatie denial were made
by entting down this vote for immigrants
the heiter, It had heen said there waz ¢
splendid field here for the agrienltural
labourer. The other evening the Treas-
urer said he was proud of the fact that
immigrants found their way to the Lahour
Buareau, and were given employment in-
stead of our own people.

The Treasurer: I never said anything
of the sort; that is wrong.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: That was the mean-
ing he gathered from the Treasurer’s
words,  Many of ihe immigrants who
eame here as agricultural labourers went
into the districts and worked under the
ruling rates. They were willing to accept
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£ o 13:=. e admited that many of
them were 1ot worth even that sum, but
the resnlt of their offer was that ouwr
own anen were being put oul of employ-
ment. That was a suicidal policy. Lee-
turers were being senit to England to
poini out the potentialities of this eoun-
1ry, whereas at the satne time there were
people here who could not get the right
to live. The first duly of the Govern-
wment was 1o the pevple within our own
horders. He had a printed staiement
which. would show thai the people abroad
looked on our immigration policy with
sore Leoling of satisfaction.  Those were
ilie people expluiting ihe interests of Wes-
tern Australia. Mre. A, P, Stoneham, the
clhiatrman of divetors of the Kalgeorlie
electrie tramways, pointed out at a meet-
ing in London that the profils for the
12 months were only £17,000, whereas
lie had hoped they wonld be £19,000, but
the trades unions of IKalgoorlie were very
strong. and notwithstanding repeated at-
templs for reduction they were unsuccess-
ful; but. e added, the present Govern-
ment in power were going in for a vigor-
ous poliecy of immigraiion, and a steady
How of immigrants was going inte land.
and naturally the tendency would be for
a reduction of wages. He hoped that at
the next direetors’ meeting he wounld be
able to tell a diffevent fale. If the chair-
man of divectors of any company in Lon-
don so far let the cat out of the bag, the
taxpayers should give (he matter their
serivus consideration. The present immi-
eration poliex had heen the means of re-
dueing wages from one end of the State
to the other, and vet references were fre-
quently made to the grand resources of
the eountry. the high wages and the splen-
did field for agricultural labourers. The
Premier had said it would he easy to
el Bomigrants from South  Australia,
hut that he would net establish an agency
there. TIn his (Mr. O’Loghlen’s) opinion
it woull be very diffienlt io get immi-
granis from that State, for at the pre-
seni fime men were leaving Western Aus-
tralia in shiploads.  Marvellons strides
had been made in South Australia in the
last few vears. He had a report of 2
Jndgment given by Mr. Justice Gordon,
a verv learned and humane Judge. There
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was a three colmnn report of the judg-
ment which was in cunnection with the
brush-making trade in Adelaide. and it
dealt with the subjeci of (he men’s wages.
His Honour laid it down definitely that
after carveful investigation and eonsidera-
tion he Nad vome (o the conclusion that
the wage of 7s, a day was the poverty
line. He also said that was the sum
charged for keeping prisoners in e
stockade, and he did not think any reput-
able employer wanted his workmmen to
Iive on what was enongh for a criminal.
Fonr or five years ago when he (M.
O’Loghlen) lelt Adelaide, the ruling rate
wag 45 6d. with a maximumnm of Gs. 6d.,
bul now 7= was fixed as the poverty line.
If that were so in Soonih Australia whai
should bhe ihe condition here where the
cosl of living was so much greater? Al-
fhongh there were good seasons in South
Australia and a boom in the metal mar-
ket the Government were prepared 10 look
to the people first and fo encourage their
own penple. By wise and progressive ad-
minigration and earnest attention to the
people’s business, they had been able to
force that country ahead al a rate which
was something abnormal. 1 wounld be a
gond thiug if our Government would take
a leaf out of South Australia’s  book.
Mention had previously heen made of the
vast arcas of laml in (his Stale wailing
Tor the settler. hut it had Erequentiy been
poinied out by members of the Opposi-
tion that if an unimproved land tax were
infroduced the resalt aimed at would be
achieved, for then some of those large
areas along the exisling railways wonld
be thrown open for selection. While we
had aveas along existing lines it should he
oub duty to try and get them opened up,
and not send seitlers out East of the
rabbii-proof fence. where ir in-
possible for them to make a suceess, The
residents and taxpayvers for many vears
past. who had mmade this State, were azk-
ing for those farilities. but, in many rases,
were nsking in vain. They were asking
that they might have preference over
others. The {iovernment should pav a
litfle more ailention to ihe people within
our own borders instead of going in for
an immigration policy which was short-
sirhted and foolish, and bringing here

was



1812 Annual Estimates :
peple who had ne knowledge of the
country and had no idea of the difficul-
ties to be surmounted and who conld only
sfick (o the land as long as the Agricul-
tuval Bank stuek (o them. With a good
deal of knowledge of the Sussex distriet,
he eould say that although there were
some splendid fertile areas, he knew of
immigrants living there on sand plains
who had 1o hope whatever of making a
suecess of the land they had taken up.

and who must ullimately fail. It was
vnothing but cruel and snicidal to put

people vn couniry where they eould not
suneceed. The Australian  himself. who
knew the soil and the difficulties. could
not make a suecess of farming in sueh
eountry.  THow then was the immigrant,
fresh from oversea, to he expecied 1o
make a suceess. 1t would be one of the
hest things that could happen to the State
it this vote were struek out, but then
some might say that we were trying to
shut out desirabie citizens. He wonld not
be a party to following that course,
because lLe  recognised  there  was
no  safety i our limited popula-
tion of four million people, a popu-
Intion whieh resided around the fringe
of  Aushralia.  We must  remember
that there were teeming millions within a
tew days’ sail of us; millions wha were
vecently flushed with vietory and had be-
evtne very arrogant, millions who Tad
seored a decisive vietory over another
nation and who, in a short time, would
want an outlet for their surplus popula-
tion. 1t was only reasonable then to as-
sume thar they would cast longing eves
towards this continent. Therefore it was
the duty of the people from one end of
Australia to the other to build ap a self-
reliant commuanity, o enable us to resist
any invasion or attack. Some might say.
why then oppose immigration. He was
not opposed to immigration, he would ex-
tend the bhand of welecome and the hand
of friendship to new people, but he
strongly opposed this poliey of getiing
people here to go on the land hefore we
were prepared to receive them. He op-
posed the expenditure of huge sums of
money, and sending lecturers Home to
bring immigrants out here under false
preiences, That was not the poliey we
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should pursue. Rather than send leetur-
ers home we should see that the settlers.
we had made n suecess of the tasks thev
undertook. It did not matter if there
were not many. they would heeomne the
best advertising medium. and as their sue-
cess wax demonstrated. as they  would
point ont that they had overcome difii-
culties, their friends would follow then.
it mighi he said that would be rather a
slow poliex, but it was a certain one. A
wood deal could be said on this questicn,
hbut e wax one of those who believed it
watild be better to drop the policy that was
being adopled and pay more atlention (v
opening up the resources we hLad. and
not rvesort to deceptive means.  The
Government had advertised that we had
eight million aeres of jarrah land avail-
able, by owing to  the shortsighted
poliey of the past, most of this ecountry
had been given away. amd  those  who
came oul expeeting to secure work in
this conntry found that nothing of the
kind existed. This was hound up Jargely
with the vote we were discussing. hbe-
catse mmmigrants who were coming lhere
were goibg into that industry, but they
only eame lere (o be deeeived and only
to learn that past  Govermments lad
given away such immense aveas of ecoun-
try that there was practieally nothing
left. The Premier might say that the
Governminent were going to conserve areas
and find work for the immigrants, bug
he (Mr. O'Loghlen) pointed out that
while we encouraged immigrants to our
shores we had men in the industry who
had becn idle for several weeks, waiting
day after day and week afier week to
get some definite reply from the Govern-
ment which wounld enable them to follow
their ueeupation. While this state of af-
Tairs existed. we found, too, that during
the last 12 months the Government had
given away thousands of aeves of virgin
forvest. When he found this poliey which
had for its ohjeet the flooding of the
labour mavket, the bringine in of people
under false pretences, he would enter
his protest. no matter whether he was
decryving his country or whether he was
charged with heing unpatriotic.  The
duty of this country and the duty of
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Parliament, was to the people within
its own horders.

[Mr. Taylor took the Chair.)

Hon. F. H. PIESSE: Having lisiened
with great interest to the remarks of
the member for Forrest, he would say
that very mueh of what the hon. member
had stated could be supported. There
was nho subject which was more serious
or which was beset with greater diffieul-
ties than that of immigration. He had
spoken in the House many times with
regard Lo il; and he had done his best
to encourage it and to support the
people when they came here in the hope
of making them successtul citizens.” The
subject was a difficult one because of
the fact that it was difficult to get hold
of the right class of people to settle
here.

Mr. Underwood: The difficnlty is'to
et laud to settle on.

Hon. ¥. H. PIESSE: That could be
disputed. The fact was that there bad
been a great ‘deal of esaggeration, and,
he admitled, on the part of some of the
leciurers with regard to the eondition of
the eountry. He was sorry to say that
that state of things had existed since
1887, when the Western Australian Land
Company who, undér conditions of con-
traect, had to introduce so many immi-
grants per mile of railways made. Many
of these immigrants were asftonished
when they came ont here io find that
fruit did not grow ou gum trees. With
regard to the immigration question, he
strongly advoecated it a few years ago,
but, he was sorry to say that since this
country had not been in that flourishing
condition which it boasted some few
vears ago, we were not ready to receive
tmmigrants as we had hoped we would
be. Thée Government of thé day had
been placed in a difficulty with regard
to immigrants who had come here. He
was not one of those who wanted to try
and displace the men already in employ-
‘ment in the State. What he wanted to
0 was to find work for all, but the
vountry was eoing throuzh a siage which
made it difficult to find employment for
everyone. The financial institntions were
not so desirons to-dar of assisting the
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people as they were in the past. [t was
not hecause they did not desire to do so,
but because of the existing conditions of
finance. Other parts of Australia had
suffered by the withdrawal of large sums
of money, and Western Australia had,
as a result, felt the pinch. There was not
money available {o-day to earry out large
works. [t was all very well to talk about
placing the people on the land, but he
wanted to sav as one who bhad heen
closely associnted with scttlement, that
there were insurmountable difliculries to
bhe faced by the new settler. A new set-
tler eame here without experience, and
even  without sneans. to carve o new
home in the wilderness. Tt was only those
whe had stamina who eould make a sne-
cess. The assistnnee of the Agricultural
Bank had been material in helping for-
ward many of those who had been able
to keep their heads above water and
make some progress. but at no time in
oir history had we so much diffieulty as
there seemed to exist at present. Money
was very scarce, and it was harder to get
the means to help the people than it was
in the past. He did not want te be at
variance with members opposite on the
subject of immigration, and he did not
want to see men displaced by neweuers,
what he wanted to do was to fry and
encourage to come lhere people who had
sufficient means to start., He would like
to give the Commiltece some few in-
stances of his own experience, and to
refer to a projeet which was on foot and
which had bheen institated by some
friends of his with whom he was asso-
eiated. This scheme was to enter into
communication with people of means in
England and elsewhere to induce them
to send their sons ont here and allow
them for a time to gain experience on
farms and stations, and subsequently
settle them by purchasing farms partly
established or taking up new selections.
It might be said that this was a slow
way' of settling people on the land. but
to show how sure it was he wonld men-
tion three instanees of receni success.
The ‘three men in question had not pre-
vionsly bheen associated with the land.
The first came ont three vears aga. and
he brought out his two friends two vears
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aferwards, and, later still, one of these
induced his brother to ¢come oul.  Que
now was settled in the Norvthern aveas
amd was doing well, after having put in
a probation peried with a settler in the
North, the other was settled in the Great
Southern distriel, where he had put in
two vears on tarms. In these cases two
farms haud been purchased of 13,000 acres
for epch, o these men, and something
like £2.500 had been paid for the purpose
of  placing  these men on the land.
They themselves would be in a position
to employ labour, for the work of de-
veloping  iheir  properties was rvapidly
going torward.

My, Underwond
wiant chieap labour,

Hon, F. H. PIESSE: Suel a remark
was entirely  unealled for. He himself
hiad heen the first to introduce short hours
for famn lahourers in this State, in addi-
tinn to which hie had invariably kept the
wages up. o

Mr. Underwood : T did not infend to
reflect upun you,

Hou, F. H. PLESSE: There was a
good deal in the remarks of the member
for Forrest with which he agreed. He
was altogether adverse to the introduction
ot unzuitable nnmigrants.  Recently he
had heen approached by an assisted immi-
grant wha, after 20 yeses service in &
printing tirm at home, had eome out to
Western Aunstralin with a view fo going
on the land. Norwithstanding that this
printer knew nothing about the land, he
{Mr. Piesse} after making a few in-
quiries as {o why this man had left his
emplovinent and c¢ome out to Western
Australia, did his best to try and find
suitable work for him in a eountry dis-
trict, bnt without suceess, Then, in the
course of a few days he received a letter
from his man stating that he had goene
on to New Sowth Wales. That sort of
thing of eourse was regretiahle. We did
not wand printers coming here in lhe ex-
pectation of immediately blossoming out
into suceessful furiners, However. the sys-
tem itself was not to be blamed for this,
hecanse there were so many coniribating
factors. For one thing the country was
passing through a time of great depres-
gion and in conszequence the conditions of

They will probably
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the labeur market were most acute. The
people we wuanled were men whe were in
i posgition (o al onee apply thenselves to
the development of the eountry.  How
was this {o be attained? Quly by a sys-
lem of attragting people to our shores
threugh the medivim of lectures and of
Clovernmeni  assistance,  Still, even in
this respeet he did not helieve in any ex-
agzeration, for moany people were only
tor  readily  earried away  with the
prospeet  of etiing 1o o new  land.
He wonld not like (o be o party
to  the turning of this tide of
immigration,  What  was  required
was to keep up Western Australia’s con-
nection v this vespecl with the people of
the'old land, We wanfed people from the
alid country, and many of them; but not
under (he present econditions except we
could at once find employment for the.
However, there would be results following
on the advertising which had been done
by the State; vesults that would be better
than we had experienced in the past. If
the project which he had in hand and o
whieh he had already referved, were to
prove suceessful, it woild probably re-
sult in the bringing out of hundreds of
voung fellows whose parents, eomfort-
ably sitnated. were looking for an outlet
for their sons. By introducing these lads
we waould be introducing wealth inte the
conundry.

‘Mr., Underwood: Aud  we
wood men out.

Hon, F. H. PIESSE : That was searce-
Iv to be expected. The kon. member was
inclined to be pessimistiec.  The proper
thing to do was to keep Western Austra-
lia’s name before the world with a view,
not to bring out here those who would
enter into competition with others already
liere. but te bring out farners and the
song of farmers who would go direct upon
the land. He was at variance with the
member for Pilbarn on the guestion of
the unoecupied lands along the railways.
He would gladly take the members for
Pilbara and for Forrest tv Katauuning
with him on the following day. If they
would bunt accept his invitation, he would
be able to show them some of Lhe develop-
men{ that was going on all along the
Great Sonthern Railwayv. 11 would prob-

will throw
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ably astonizh fhew, for it was greater hy
far than he himself had expected to see
at so early a slage in the ecountry’s his-
tory. There had heen at one time uwcea-
sion For fhe outery against large areas of
Taud heing allowed to lie undeveloped,
bui (hat occasion was being removed to-
day. The process was slow. For 34 vears
Tie hituself had been working in this eoun-
trv, and it was only duving the last nine
vears that he had seen any real progress.
Even the member for Forvest admitted
the mreat necessily for pupnlation. He
{Mr. -Picsse) - did nol. for one moment
wanl Lo see the counlry overburdened
with wore pepole than it conld sappovt;
but he wanted to say that the country
could support _far more than were likely
to eome to it withn the next 10 or
vears., There would be failures in this
matler of immigration just ag in all other
walks of life.  The hardships endured
hy fhe new settlers on the land were suffi-
cient. to .make one’s heart bleed: and these
were the people who, afier all, were build-
ing up the State, He trusted that hon.
menthers would not for one meoment at-
fempt to discourage immigration.  The
hon.. memher had pointed to South Aus-
tralia and had inferred thatf her prosperity
was the result of wise Government. Tf
ever a counfry had made ]Jrogress; during
the last few vears it was South Ausiralia.
She was enjoying to-day wonderful har-
vests of grmin, of wool, and of wine. All
tlis was being turned o aceount, and it
all tended io make her .prosperous. But
the Goverpment had not contributed to it
mn pny zreater degree than had our Gov-
ernment contributed {o whatever meed of
=neeess ight have been Western Austra-
liz's during their regime. In South Aus-
fralia the Gmennnent had had the ap-
portunjty. and good luek had followed
theiy footsteps. It was unjust to blame
our Covernment for the \lmsmtm‘les of
the State Tt nn"ht be that ihE\ had
contributed to these in snme %mall derrre,e,
hut the same eould be sald pf every. Go\!-
ernment in all _eountries, It  eertainly
was tmt because of her Gav emment that
South ~ Australia was making progress.
South -Australia suffered from a depres-
sion unequalled in any part of. Aystralia,
but she had gone l.h:_olugh it, and pow was
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uie vt the richest of the States. In fact
South Australia, it was said, hud more
individual richness than any part of Aus-
tralin.  The cause of i was improved «on-
dition= of farming and superphosphates.
Beautitul tand previously exhansted had
come inlo use again through the introdue-
tion of scientific methods and superphos-
phates. and the State, under a Govern-
ment ready 1o take every advanfage, hadl
niade wonderful progress. The statement
that people were leaving Western Aus-
tralia in boat-loads was not supported by
stafistics. No doubt many people were
leaving. but we would always see the pen-
ple coming and going as they were doing
to-day. Tt was trune that some imni-
urants look work in the farming distvicts
at frown 10s, to 13s. per week. but thev
were nel displacing others,  They toak
lower wages because they were not worth
mere: they had to learn their work. With
others, he did not wish to see the elas= of
immigranis coming here that did, but it
wns allogether too risky to stop immigra-
tion to the countrv; becanse out State was
=0 wide. and had such great prospects,
and our future entirely depended upmn
zelling population. The Government ther-
conghly understood what members desired:
hut the immigration of these people so
nhjected to eould not be stopped at once,
though we would soon see a gveat change.
The remarks of hon. members would con-
vey to the Premier the feeling of the As-
sembly, and would strengthen the hands
of the Government in preventing an in-
flux of undesirable people, but we should
not stop it at once, or we would do greater
harm fo Western Awstralia than auy-
thing else could do.

Mr. GILL: The unemployed difficulty
was very acute in Perth, and the depres-
sion was painful, and we wonld not get
rid of it for some time. Therefore it was
the duty of the Government 1o ery a halt
in regard to their lmmigration policy.
No doubt we had room for people who
would zo on the land and stay there, but
there was no room here for the class of
immigrants sent out.  There were two
persons in Perth who were sent to West-
ern Anstralia, and were told by an immi-
gration lecturer that when they arrived
they would he.rushed on the boats by
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people anxious to give them ewployment.
It was the mizleading statenents of the
immigration lecturers that eaunsed these
people to come here with no intention of
settling on the land, and while we had a
Jarge number of people starving there
was no rootn for this class of immigrant.
The Minsters should see that their in-
struetions were obeyed in the future.

Mr. JOHNSON: Tt was no good ex-
pressing the pious hope (hat Ministers
wonld do something to stop the immigra-
tion policy they had been so wildly pur-
suing. He was determined 1o get to some-
thing definite or know the veason why the
people of the State were persecuted in
seeking  employment whie mnigrants
could secure work.  Unless the Govern-
ment stopped this sort of thing there
would be a revelution in the couniry, and
ke would take part in it. Tt was all very
well tor Ministers to smile and the wem-
ber for Kalanmng to read us a lecture,
but vesterday al the Premier’s office there
wag-a crowd of immigrants waiting to
proiest o the Premier against misrepre-
sentations, and loudly expressing their
views against--one might say—ihe dis-
Lonesty of the inumigration lecturers. We
must get to something definite, or the
people would be taking a hand in the
matter. He hoped that when we reached
a certain item on the Estimaics, members
would express thetr strong protest.

Item. Under Secretary, £600:

Mr. TROY: The Committee had heen
led to understand that the veason Mr.
North was appointed on the Albhany
Fleet Celebrations Commitiee was that
he had great experience of such com-
mittees. He did not believe that state-
ment for he knew how he obtained the
position and who wrged his appointment.
That appointment was urged because he
was a friend of a member of the Fed-
eral Parliament. Mr. North fravelled to
Albany on a free pass.

The CHAIRMAN: The member was
hardly in order in discussing the Albany
Flect celebrations.

Mr. TROY: Owing to the aelion of
that officer in going to Albany. reeceiv-
ing money from the Siate as expenses
and neglecting his own work to do so,
he intended to move to reduce the item,
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The CHAIRMAN: The item is the
salary of the under secretsry and has.
nothing to do with the American Fleel.

Mr. TROY: In view of the fact that
this person drew £6 1s, Gd. as expenses
and  negleeted his  work while at
Albany he intended to wove that his
=alary be reduced by that amount, in
ovider that the State might not suffer.
The netivn of this officer was one which
only a person possessing the hide of a

rhinoceros would he guilty of. No.
other mewmber of the ecommittee had
asked for one penny for expenses. M.

North did not do his work while away,
he liad a good time as a member of the
committee and did nol do half as much
work as any of the other members, Not--

- withstanding that he charged 15s. a day

while e was away on a holiday. He
moved—
That the item be reduced by £6 1s. 6.

The TREASURER: Ii was to be re-
gretted  that the iton. member had
thought 1t necessary to make this at-
tack, whieli eould only be characterised
as a very petty one, upon a responsible
officer  of the department, Mr. North.
The eommittee appointed to look after
the entertaining of the American Flect
eomprised not only the loeal members.
of Parliament and some of the chief resi-
dents of the State bul also the members.
of the Federal Parliament who were
then in Western Aunstralia. They were
all invited to be members of the com-
nfittee and those in the State took an
active part in the work. My. North was
put on the committee also and in pur-
suanee of lhis duties travelled to Albany
to assist in seeing fhat Lhe entertain-
ment of the Amerieans was properly
arranged. There was no gentleman in
the serviece of the State better qualified
to render service to a committee of that
kind than Mr. North. 1i was very easy
to say¥ he had no right to go there for
if he had no right to go there he had
no right to be on the committee. Mr.
North rendered service to the commitice
and to the State and to move to reduce
his salary by £6 was petty in the ex-
treme.

Mr. Underwood: It was peity of hine
to take the sum.
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The TREASURER: It was nothing
of the sort. He was put to a certain
expense in going down to Albany, and
received his expenses.

Mr, Troy: That is why you took a lot
downr on the “nod.”

The TREASURER:
say?

My, Troy: Oh, I will vefer to it later
on.

'The TREASURER: Ii was trne that
he (the Treasurer) had gone to Albany,
and had taken several members of his
family. in order to do honour to the
auests of the State.

What did yon

Mr. dngwin: 1hHd you draw special
feex?
The TREASURER: No. Mr. North

went down as an official to give his
time in seeing that the arrangements
were properly carried out.

Mr. ANGWIN: A man holding the
position of Mr. North shonld never have
given cause for the motion to be sub-
mitted. If a man drawing a salary of
£150 a year had asked for expenses such
as Mr. North had done he would never
have received them. Everyone knew
well that ihe officer did nothing as a
member of the committee. Mr. North
drew a salary of £600 a year and was
spared for a week to go to Albany for
a week’s holiday, and then he said he
wanted £6 to pay the expenses of that
holiday. He was the only member of
the commitieec who got his expenses paid.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The amendment
would not receive his support for the
reason that the Treasurer had stated, that
it was petty. 1L was petiy indeed for a
gentleman in Mr. North’s position to
charge the State for his living expenses
while at Albany, and at the same time
draw his salary for work that he had not
done.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
is not in order in discussing the Ameriean
Fleei. The item under discuszion is
My, North’s salary.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: It was necessary
io mention the Fleet, and it was necessary
to diseuss Mr. North’s action to show that
his salary must be reduced. The action
of this officer did not reflect credit on the
service or on himself.
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The PREMIER: The position as a
menber of the entertainmeni committee
was nut sought by Mr, North. The other

mentbers of the comnittee thonght it ad-
visable that a gentleman of Mr, Norih's
experience should bhave a seat on that
cominittee, and they requested him (the
Premier) to nominate Mr. North. That
was dvne becanse Mr. North had had con-
siderable experience in  conneetion with
similar functions on previous oceasions.

My, JOHNSON : The action in moving
for a reduction of the salary of the officer
in question met with his approval, be-
cause there should be a protest against
singling out a speeial eivil servant for
such a duty. We knew well that he went
to Albany because he was Mr. North and
for no other reason; and we knew also
thal Mr. North was a C.M.G. He did
not believe in glorifying any eivil ser-
“vant. Mr. North was not employed as
Under Secretary because he was a pgood
entertainer; be was emploved because he
was a good clerical man.

The Premier: The Government did not
nominate him, he was nominated by the
commilitee.

Mr. JOHXNSON : The commnittee shounld
protesi against Alr. North having been
permitted to have a good time and then
charging the State for it. No doubt Mr,
North, with bis special qualifications,
would prove a mueh greater success than
many wembers of Parliament, but still
the State was not prepared to pay him
for it. His place was in his office, and
if he wanted to go to Albany he should
nol have gone under special eircum-
stances, The time had gone by in this
State when we could afford luxuries of
this description. If we could spare him
to go to Albany, we could spare him alto-
gether from the office.

Mr. TROY appreciated the genervosity
of the Premier in speaking for one whose
action he was sure the Premier could not
possibly endorse. The committee had had
nothing to do with his appointment.

The Premier: It was brought up at the
meeting.

Mr. TROY: All the particulars were
well known. He wasg surprised at the
action of the Premier, because he well
knew his private opinions on tle matter.
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The Fremier: Three or four people
=poke lv the question. The President of
the lLegislative Council for one, and My,
Hedges another.

Mr. TROY : Mr. 1ledges had nominaied
Mr. North. M was well knowu at the
clubs how the appeintment was made,

The Treasurer: How was it made?

Mr. TROY : My. North’s sole qualifica-

{ion appeared to be that he was keen o

the bawbees. He had done no work at
Albany. but he had utilised the Govern-
ment wotor ear to go to the golf links.
And for this the State was asked to pay
him 15s. a day while he was away from
office. The Commissigner for Railways
had gone to, Albany, but had made no
charge for his services; nor had the Pre-
amier or any other member of the com-
mittee notwithstanding that many of
them had spent mouey out of their own
pockets,

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes .. .. .. 15
Noes ‘e . .. 19
Majority against oo 4
. AYER. .
Mr. Angwin _ Mr. O'Loghlen
~ Mr. Dolton ' " Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Collier | AMr. Swan
Mr. Qi1 ' Mr. Underwood
Mr. Heitmaun Mr. Walker
Mr. Hulman Mr. Ware
Mr. Hudson Mr. Troy
Mr. Johnson (Teller). *
NoES..
Mr. Barnett Mr. Mltchell
Mr. Brown ) Mr. Monger
Mr. Butcher ' AIr. N. J. Mbore .
Mr. Davies i Mr. S P Moore
Mr. ¢Gordon - + Mr, Osborn
Mr. Gregory ' Mr. Plegse . .
Mr. Hardwick . Mr. Price
Mr. Hopking I Mr. F- Wilson
Mr, Horan Mr. Layman
\lr.‘ Jacoby ‘ ) - (Pelier).

:\,mendment thus negatued
[ Duyhsh résutmed the Chafr]

Ttem, Extra C]encal A‘:swtance, £600
Mr. JOHNSON: Would the \[mlsper
furnish some explanation .as to this item¢
The TREASURER: The item showed
a .decrease of- £279 pn the prechmg year’s
expenditure.  Most of the positions™ jn
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the aceountant’s branch had now been
filled permanently, whereas last year one
or more of them bad been taken frow this
item.

Mr. Hudson: Have you staried a new
accountatiey braneh in this offiee?

The TREASURER: There had always
been an accomirtattey brapeh in the de-
partinent.

Mr, HOLMAN: The explanalion was
extraordinary,  Practically all the. infor-
mation the Treasurer eould supply men-
bers could see vn the Hstimaies. Who
were these officers? Probably the extra
clerks were needed 1o allow the under
gecretary t0 go on those Jaunts already
spoken of. To allow ihe Treasurer io
et the necessary information. progress
wight be reporied.

The TREASURER: The hon. member
was in a facetions muoud or perhaps a
quarrelsome moad. 1t .was abswrd to ask
for the names of the officers. There was
an item like this cmmected with every
departuleut, and it was the policy ot the
Government not to have too many per-
manent appointmenis. . The saving on
last year’s expenditure was because ovne
temporary appointment was nade per-
manent. He did not profess to he able
to give tie names of the officers, buf the
hon. member could get that intormation
on Tuesday if he asked for if.

" My, Holman : Are you going Lo report
progress?

. The TREASURER: \Int o the item,

Mr. HOLMAN: What wag the work
these officets were engaged on and why
did we need this clerieal aubxemme The
vote was exceeded last year hy nearly
100 per cent. We must have the infor-
mation. The Treasurer always tried to
aet through any Esihmates he had eharve
of by bluff, but if he were more courteous
to memhbers he would get on belter. Grave
conplainis were made that the chief offi-
cer of this department was continually
away from his office, -putling the depart-
ment ‘to extra expense. No wonder the
extra clerical assistance expenditure crept
up from £300 to mearly £900 last year.
The explanation of the Treasurer was not
satisfactory; but we always had the same
complaint when, the Treasurer was in
chavge of Estimates. He had na infor-
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nntion o supply. bul sat loonking wise,
hiz eves clised bike any other owl.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
musl net disenss the Treasurer.

The Treasuren: 1 ask that
ment be withdrawn,

Mr, HOLMAXN willingly withdrew ir
the Treasurer liad objection. Was there
any conneetion between the extra clerieal
assistance and the extra good times the
chiet oiticer i the department had? 1
a good explanation eould be furnished he
would let the item go. but if he conld not
get the information he would wove that
progres~ be reported.

The CHAITRMAN : Does the hon, mems-
ber move that?

Mr, Holian -
not move it, I will,

The TREASURER: The lon. member
made charges which eould not be sub-
stantiated. He (the Treasurer) had never
refused to give any reasonable informa-
tion, and ile Lon. member knew it. There
could be no possible connection between
this 1tem and the visit of the under see-
vetary 1o Albany. The expenditure
toek place Just  linaneisl vear, months
before  the visit te  Albany. The
hon.  member knew it was impos-
sible 1o answer a question of the
kind he had put, thal was, as to whether
the necessity for extra elerival assist-
aice was caused by the under secretary’s
visit to Albany. It was nbvious thal at
all events that visit eould not have caused
it. He was always willing to give every
possible information to members.

My, HUDSON : The Tressurer was
evading the question. What 1the hon,
member wanted to know was what lad
caused the large amount for exira clerieal
assistance in this department: in what
direction the monev had been, and would
be expended, and whether owing in the
actions of the chief officer of the depari-
ment. the expenditure was lavzer than
it otherwise would bhe?

Mr. HOLMAN: On several oceasions
he had asked for information and could
not get it. If the Treasnrer thought he
could et over him by hounce and binf,

ithe stale-

If the Treasurer does
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wiel lgnoriog quesiions, he was making a
Why was so much extea’
assistance wanted in  this department?
There must be greal laxity in the deparl-
ment to render necessary this increased
expenditure. In the Colonial Secretary's
uffice every thing was going badly, rev-
enue was increasing, work was decreasing.
and the supervision was not satisfactorv.

It was significant that other departments

did not need a large vote for extra cleri-
cal assistance. This was the only -item
lte bad osked informalion upon, and he
was entitled to receive it. He took strong
exeeption 10 the methods adopted by the
Treasurer who, whenever he was in charge
of any branch of the Eshmates, acted in
a similar manner. As a protest against
the aclion ot the Treasurer in trving to
wel his Estimates through without giving
tnforisation about them he would move—

That the item be veduced by £100.

My, HUDSON: If the Treasurer were
voing to adopt an attitude of silence.
and refusce to afford information, he was
taking up a most unreasonable position,
and there was no other course open for
members than to support the amend-
ment, In the Works Department this
item for extra clerical assistance did not
appear. while in the Crown Law Depart-
meni, where it was esseniial to have
extra assistanee at times, the amount
was only £500. Tn the Treasurer’s own
department there was only £50 for extra
elerical assistanee. It was costing the
country to run the Colonial Seeretary’s
Department £6,000 a year, and on this
aeconnt the hon. member was entitled to
ask the question for information and he
was entitled to receive if.

The PREMIER: The Treasurer had
given all the information he had in his
possession, and he had stated that it
was a lesser amount this year than pre-
vionsly, the reduction having been due
to the fact that a permanent officer had
been appointed, whereas in previous
vears a temporary elerk (illed the posi-
tion. The hon. member should recog-
nise also that a Minister - who took
charge of the Estimates of a department
which he was not responsible for was
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not always au fait with the details as
the Minister controlling the department
might be. That fact should be borne in
mind.

Mr. HOLMAN:  The Treasurer, in-
stead of giving the information thai was
asked for, sat down with ¢losed eyes. If
the Treasurer did not have the informa-
tion and he admitted the fact and oppo-
sition members would be satisfied to re-
ceive a promise that he would supply it
later on. In spite of what the Treasurer
had said there was an increass in the
vote of £100.

Amendment put snd negatived.

Mr. HOLMAXN: It was bis intention
to show that the extra clerical assistance
in other departments was nc! on the in-
crease. There should not be any necessity
for extra elerical assistance in thiz de-
partmeni, and the item shonld be wiped
out aliogether. He intended, by every
means in his power, Lo endeavour 10 get
the information which he wanted. He
was not at all satisfled with that which
had been given.

Myr. Ware drew attention o the state
of the House.

Bells rung, nuornm formed.

Mr. HOLMAN: Probably the Trea-
surer intended to adopt his usual atfi-
tude and rvefuse to give information,
and in that case hon. members would be
perfeetly justified in taking any mea-
sures to obtain the necessary informa-
tion. Unless hon. members eould get in-
formation on the items, he for one would
certainly take advantage of every item
in an endeavour to extract information,
and the passage of the Estimates would
thereby be greatly delayed. Only to-
night.the Works Estimates had had the
quickest passage on record through the
Committee. The. sole reason for this
was that the Minister in charge had
shown himself perfectly ready to give
information. This was one of the items
on which savings eould be made; De-
cause so long as the item appeared on
the Estimates so long wonld thé extra
rlerical assistance he brought in, An
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item like this gave an officer of high
social status an opportunity of bringing
in outside assistanis to relieve him of
his rightful duties. He (Mr. Holman)
either wanted the necessary information
from the Treasurer right here and now,
or he wanted at least a promise that the
information would be forthcoming on
Tuesday next.
The Premier: You have had a promise.
Mr. HOLMAN: I did not hear if.
Hon. F. H. Piesse: FEveryone else did.
Mr. Hudson: Who made the promise?

Hon. F. H. Piesse: The Treasurer.

Mr. HOLMAN: Well
gnt an assuranee—-—-

Mr, Walker: But apparently we have
an assurance now.

Mr. HOLMAN: No one had been more
willing than he to see the Kstimates go
through, this session. Bul here, the venr
first itern upon which he had asked for
information,  he was  disecuurteously
treated by the Minister. If the Minister
would give an assurance that he would
bring down the information on Tuesday
he (Mr. Holman) would be perfectly
satisfied.

The Treasurer:
surapce already,
vepeat if.

My. WARE:  Seeing the Treasurer
promised o furnish the information to
the member Eorr Murehison on Tuesday
next, he (My. Ware) had suggested that
ihe Treusurer should allow him to move
that progress be reported, but the Trea-
surer said that sueh a proceeding would
not be tolerated by the Government. One
failed to understand why the Treasuver
did not permit the meotion to be moved
if there was any honest intention fo
bring along the information asked for by
the member for Murehison..

The TREASURER: The hon. member
was under a misapprenhension.  The
member for Murchison had agreed to let
the item pass.provided information was
supphed by Tuesday. There were nther
1tcms for extra cler iral nssistance on
whl(h the information counld he supphed
There musi alwayvs he provision for

if we eannot

I have given that as-
and I am prepared to
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temporary emplmu.cnt A list of the
officers and of the work they did, would
be supplied to the hon. member.

Mr, Holman: Will you give an assur-
ance that the vote will not be exceeded
as previously?

The TREASUR ER: OF course if there
was a rush of work the vote might be
exceeded. .

Ttem. Immigration, £1,000:

Progress reported.

House adjourned al 11.35 pam.

Legistative Tlssembly,
Tuesday, 2nd February, 1909.
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The Speaker took the Chair
p.m. and read prayers.

at 2.30

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the Minister for Mines: Return
showing the cost of and profit derivad
from crushing of ores at (he \Jerlllt(s
State Battery.

BILT—EXCESSK, 1907 and 1908,

Mesgame from the Governor rececived
and  read  recommending appropriation
for the purpuese of this Biil

QUESTION — MEAT COMMISSION
REPORT.

Mr. MOXGER {without notiee) asked
the Premier: Tn view of the importance

(63)
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of the evidence iaken in conneciion with
ihe Noval Commission appointed to in-
fuire into the meat question, will he canze
the evidenre and report to he prinied;
it not, why not? .

The PREMIER replied: Tt is propased
te print the report.

QUESTIONS (2)—STATE
TFERIES.

Linden Liwo-head Mill.

Mr. TAYLOR asked the Minisier for
Mines: 3, Wlat amount of stone has
been erushed at the two-head mill at Lin-
den wp  to Tecember 3lst, 1908 7
2, What amount of gold las
been waou  therelvem  over  the
plates—there being no eyanide
plani there? 3, What amount of revenue
has the CGovernment devived from the
two-head ill at Linden ta Deceinber
Alst, 1908 7 4, What has heen the expen-
diture on salaries, wages,fuel, stores, elc.,
to Deeemher 31st, 19087 5. What has
bheen the eost per tom put fhrongh the
iwo-ltlead mill at Linden np to December

LA -

Jlst, 1908!

The MINISTER FOR MINES veplivd :
1. 1,20GL toems. 2, LGUT.05 ozs. 3,
£641 10s. Gd. 4, Wages, £1.0358 122 114,
fuel, £410 12=; stores, #4635 1%, Al
Tatal, £1.963 45 2. 30 Cast per ton,
expendilure. 30s. 3.78d. These ensts

will be mueh reduced in the
fuiure, self-feeders having been erecied;
and a evanide plant, which will take wver
a proportion of the management cosls,
will sherliy he esmpleted.

Devon Consels Mill.

Mr. TAYLOR asked the Minister for
Mines: 1. What amoeunt of stone has
been ecrushed at the Devon Consols mill
leased by the Government af Linden? 2,
What amount aof gold has been won
therefrom over the plates? 3., What
amount of sands has been treated by
rvanide, and what quantity of gold won?
4. What revenue did the Government
derive from  stone  crushed there? 3,
What was 1he expenditure on  wages,
fuel. water. stores. and upkeep of ihe
Deven Conzols mill at Linden? 6, YWhat



